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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Sunday 13 November
What is Remembrance Sunday?
Remembrance Sunday takes place every year on the second Sunday of November. It can be before, or after, Remembrance Day, which is on
11 November. It is a day for the nation to remember those who sacriﬁced themselves for the country during both World Wars and any conﬂicts
since then. Many people gather at memorials, churches, cenotaphs (a monument to a person or people who are buried somewhere else) and
other public places around the country to remember those who died. During this ceremony, a two-minute silence is held around the UK to
focus people’s thoughts on those who served their country. Many people wear poppies that they pin to their clothing, as a way to remember.

Why do we have Remembrance Sunday?

What is Armistice Day?

During the World Wars, many men signed up to ﬁght and many of those
men died. We have Remembrance Sunday to give people the chance to pay
their respects to those who sacriﬁced themselves for our country. It also gives
families the opportunity to remember their family members or friends who
may have died or fought during the World Wars or in any other conﬂicts.

Armistice Day is the day that marks the end of World War 1. On 11 November
1918 at 5am in France, the Armistice was signed. By 11am the war was over.
Since then, Armistice Day has also become known as Remembrance Day.

Why do we have a two-minute silence?
Remembrance Day is held on 11 November at 11am, as this marks the time
when the Armistice (an agreement to stop ﬁghting) took place in 1918. On
this day, in 1919, King George V asked England to pause for a silence at 11am
to mark one year after the end of World War 1. He asked that “all locomotion
should cease, so that, in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be
concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead”, which is the
same reason why we hold it today, almost 100 years later.

Why do people wear poppies?
The reason people wear poppies is because, when the First World War
was over, the battleﬁelds were covered in a sea of red poppies. The colourful
ﬂowers were the ﬁrst things to grow in the churned-up earth after the
bombs stopped. Red poppies are not the only colour that people wear for
remembrance. Some people also wear white or purple poppies. The Cooperative Women’s Guild introduced white poppies in 1933. They are used to
represent peace and an end to all wars. Purple poppies are worn to remember
all of the animals that were killed on the battleﬁeld.

