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I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND
THE LIFE. NO ONE COMES TO THE
FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH
ME
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JESUS CHRIST (JOHN 14:6)

THREE THINGS CANNOT
BE LONG HIDDEN: THE SUN, THE
MOON, AND THE TRUTH
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WE BECOME SO
SECURE IN OUR BUBBLES THAT WE
START ACCEPTING ONLY INFORMATION,
WHETHER IT’S TRUE OR NOT, THAT FITS OUR
OPINIONS, INSTEAD OF BASING OUR
OPINIONS ON THE EVIDENCE THAT IS OUT
THERE
BARACK OBAMA’S FAREWELL ADDRESS, JANUARY 2017
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ENCOUNTERING TRUTH…
Extraordinarily, in the Twenty First Century, when
technology enables the sharing of information, the world
that we live in seems to be struggling more than ever with
un-truths, with lies and their impact politically. After his
recent election in the U.S., President Trump has waged a
war on what he regards as “fake news”, with a particular
focus on any questioning of the appropriateness of his
political conduct, especially in relation to specific contacts
he or his advisors may have had with Russia during the
election process; he insists on his own version of events,
whatever the evidence may suggest, and many believe
him. It is now felt by political commentators that, assisted
curiously by social media, that we have now moved into a
“post-truth era”, an era perhaps heralded by non-Christian
philosophers over a century ago. Nietzsche, for example,
wrote that “there are no truths, only interpretations” and
Marx spoke about ideology rather than truth.

EDITORIAL
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And yet, there have to be places where truth is
encountered. Our current Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy,
wrote a sonnet a few years ago entitled ‘Prayer’ which
is essentially about human suffering in a post-religious
society: “Some days, although we cannot pray, a prayer
/ Utters itself”. Even in a world that argues against faith,
nevertheless human instinct, memory
and experience lead us towards an
understanding of the spiritual: “Some
nights, although we are faithless, the
truth / enters our hearts, that small
familiar pain”. The reality that we
encounter, whatever certain modern
philosophers might say, insists upon
the truth of our experience, for
example, in love, joy, grief and in
caring for others; we know that we
encounter something real.
Christianity is a revealed religion, it is
not just a philosophy. At Downside, our pupils encounter
Christ as the embodiment of what is life-giving, namely the
incarnation of truth: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”
(John: 14:6). In effect, when you take your eyes off Christ,
you move direction-less into a fog of un-truth. This is why
it is so important that Catholic, Benedictine schools retain
their charism, as places where we encounter the truth

of the Gospel message. One translation of the Rule of
St Benedict reads as follows: 'Having, therefore, our "loins
girt about with truth" and the observance of good works,
let us, with the Gospel as our guide, go forward on His
paths, that we may deserve to see in His kingdom Him
Who hath called us.' (‘The Prologue’). The key ingredients
are there: the Gospel, Service (good works) and belief
in Truth. It has been hugely inspiring and affirming this
academic year to see these ingredients working so
positively within our school community. Lectio Divina, the
practice of prayerfully reading the Gospel, continues to
thrive at Downside with almost half the school involved
on a weekly basis, and there has been an explosion in the
range of service activities this year that our pupils have
been involved in. We had a Month of Service in October
and we now have a new Service Community in the Sixth
Form: the St (Mother) Teresa Community. Every pupil in
the school now takes part in some form of Service during
the school year.
In addition to all this, Downside remains the leading
Coeducational School in terms of its academic results
both among the well-known schools in the Catholic
Sector and in the counties of Somerset and Dorset.
And sport and the performing
arts are undergoing an
extraordinary renaissance here,
with many successes and some
exceptional triumphs.
Downside embodies so much that
it positive; as mentioned in our
2020 Vision, we remain committed
as a school “to be a bright light in
the world of education, illuminating
the lives of young people and
inspiring service in the world
through experience of Benedictine
culture”. I was extremely moved to receive the gift of
a beautiful icon of St Benedict painted by one of our
scholars, Monika Kosela at the end of the Summer Term;
the great skill and commitment shown in creating this
work represents this vision wonderfully.
Dr James Whitehead
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SEARCHI NG
FOR

TRUTH

CHARLOTTE, JOHANNES AND MILLIE – AS DOWNSIDE’S FIRST ‘MEDIA
PREFECTS’ – HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GAIN PRACTICAL SKILLS IN PRODUCING
AUDIO AND VIDEO CONTENT THIS YEAR. WORKING WITH THE EXTERNAL
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM, THEY’VE TAKEN OWNERSHIP IN HOW PUPIL
STORIES ARE REPORTED, AND HAVE POPULATED THE ‘PUPIL ZONE’ WITH A
COLLECTION OF FUN AND ENRICHING MEDIA FOR ALL TO ENJOY.
WE ASKED THEM ABOUT WHAT THEY HAD SET OUT TO GAIN FROM THE
EXPERIENCE…

MILLIE PUGHE-MORGAN
When I leave school I’d like to work in the fashion industry. I follow a range of
fashion bloggers, and this is something I’d like to do in the future. I was interested
in being a Media Prefect as I knew it’d be good experience to have. During this
academic year, we have interviewed lots of people and filmed tours in areas
around the school that pupils don’t usually see.
I’ve felt inspired by the range of speakers that we, as Sixth Formers, have heard
this year. In terms of where I’ll be in 10 years’ time, I feel clear that if things go to
plan I’ll be the owner of an ethical fashion brand. Truth is important, and stories
can mislead people; at a time like this, it's so important.

JOHANNES HAAS
I started at Downside in September
and whilst I wasn’t immediately
familiar with everything that went
on here, as soon as I heard about
the Media Prefect opportunity I
wanted to get involved. I had been
editor of the newspaper at my old
school, in Munich, and was very keen
to continue this kind of work at
Downside so the role was perfect
for me. We created a series of videos
during the year, and the one that I’m
most proud of was the tour of the
new Music School, presented by Millie.
When I finish school I’d like to study
journalism, media or economics.
I follow a range of journalists,
particularly the German news shows
and newspapers, and the BBC. I am
also really inspired by the work of
German photographer, Benjamin
Jaworskyj. Truth is really important in
news coverage, this is why I follow a
range of different sources.
Throughout the year at Downside
there have been some great visiting
speakers, with some talking about
journalism, which has helped me a
lot. The most inspiring talk was by
one of the Careers Seminar speakers,
Sophia Kichou (@sophiakichou).

CHARLOTTE GRIFFITH
I was keen to be a Media Prefect as I was interested in working with drones and wanted to have a role as a photographer. During
this year I’ve been able to take pictures at most of the school events and have interviewed pupils and teachers, and edited videos
to go online.
When I finish at Downside I’d like to study Fine Art. I feel that truth matters; the public can sense when pieces are posed,
invented or untruthful. I wish I knew where I’d be in 10 years’ time! I know that I’ll still be working in the arts.

4

Searching for Truth

Searching for Truth

5

OLD GREGORIAN MEDAL
RECIPIENT 2017

FIGHTING
for

JUSTICE
D

ESCRIBED AS ‘A TRUE INTELLECTUAL GIANT – A TOP-CLASS EXTRADITION AND APPELLATE LAWYER’, OLD
GREGORIAN, EDWARD FITZGERALD QC (B70), WAS NAMED AS HUMAN RIGHTS AND PUBLIC LAW SILK OF THE
YEAR (CHAMBERS BAR AWARDS 2013). PREVIOUS COMMENDATIONS INCLUDE LEGAL AID LAWYER OF THE YEAR
IN 2009, THE WINNER OF THE SILK OF THE YEAR AWARD IN 2005 AND TIMES JUSTICE HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD IN 1998. HE
SPECIALISES IN CRIMINAL LAW, PUBLIC LAW, JUDICIAL REVIEW AND INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW. IN JUNE 2008
HE WAS AWARDED THE CBE FOR SERVICES TO HUMAN RIGHTS.
FITZGERALD HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN A NUMBER OF HIGH-PROFILE CASES, HAVING REPRESENTED CLIENTS AS DIVERSE
AS ABU QATADA, SILVIO BERLUSCONI, ABU HAMZA, THE GURKHAS IN THEIR FIGHT FOR RESIDENCE, THE HILLSBOROUGH
VICTIMS’ FAMILIES, MAXINE CARR, AND JOHN VENABLES. HE IS A TRUSTEE AND PATRON OF A NUMBER OF CHARITIES,
INCLUDING THE DEATH PENALTY PROJECT AND THE LONGFORD TRUST. WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT HE IS THE 2017
RECIPIENT OF THE OLD GREGORIAN MEDAL.

Tell us about your journey, from life as
a boy in Barlow House at Downside…
when did you realise that you wanted to
practise Law?
I remember participating in a debate
about the death penalty when I was
here and thinking that was an important
issue; I was interested in crime and
punishment issues, and, inspired by my
teachers, started to read Dostoevsky.
I was involved in the Court of Earls
– a junior debating society led by Fr
Raphael – in fact, I competed in the
Observer Mace competition, in Bath,
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alongside my contemporaries Dominic
Lieven (R69), Julian Birkett (S70), Ross
Kilpatrick (R70), and my brother William
(B69). We were only 15 but Fr Raphael
submitted our entry and we competed
against 18 year olds… and won! I
remember defending democracy. At that
time, the death penalty had only just
been abolished, and it was still being
debated. We were exposed to issues
of social justice, philosophical issues…
it was all being talked about a lot. We
talked a lot in houses, as well as in the
debating societies.

Which A Levels did you opt to study?
I studied Latin and Greek with Jock
Newman, a brilliant Classics tutor; he’d
also introduce us to modern literature
and got us reading books such as The
Great Gatsby, the Grapes of Wrath and
so on. I also studied Modern History with
Desmond Gregory, another inspirational
teacher. There were a lot of boys here
at that time who went on to become
wonderful historians, for example,
Archibald Dunn (B70), Dominic Lieven
(R69), Adam Zamoyski (R66). There was
also the famous John de Salis (B65) who

Fighting for Justice
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became a lawyer for the international
Red Cross. There were lots of inspiring
people in the years above us, and we all
wanted to be great writers and so on;
it was a very stimulating atmosphere, a
lot of creativity and ideas. I remember
lessons with Fr Aelred Watkin, he’d tell
us to ‘cultivate the sensibilities’ and ‘never
read a book on a train, always look out
of the window’ – I try to stick to that
advice. We thought the world was going
to change for the better and went in to
things like social justice, teaching and law
to make the world a better place.
You have represented some
despised criminals, such as Moors
murderer, Myra Hindley, as well as
Maxine Carr, John Venables, and Abu
Hamza, the controversial Muslim cleric.
When there is a convincing trail of
evidence, what is it that urges you to
represent them?
The cab rank principle. We have a
professional duty to represent them,
however despised and hated they are.
People say that I got into prisoners’ rights

involved in parole hearings, including
members of the IRA, many of whom
were reformed. Whilst I’ve acted for
many despised criminals, it’s worth
pointing out that they weren’t all hated
and despised; I’ve worked with a mixture
of clients.
How do you begin the process of
working on behalf of a controversial
figure?
It’s about seeing the issue. It’s not
just about guilt and innocence; the
facts are usually straightforward, but
the question of if it’s provocation or
diminished, and, of course in death
penalty sentences, life without parole and
for how long? My speciality is not the
‘whodunit’ but the ‘what next?’…
we have a duty to defend everybody.
Have there been any cases that have
really challenged your faith
and principles?
The rules are fairly clear about what we
should and should not do and it’s our
duty to defend as far as possible, after

“…it’s nice to have received it as a human
rights lawyer, as it says that human rights
are important. I am deeply honoured and
I’m very conscious that it’s a statement
that the kind of work that I’m involved in
is valuable…”
because all of my clients got convicted
so I had to visit them in prison and take
it from there! I was always interested in
prisoners’ rights, and was also inspired
by Lord Longford, my grandfather-in-law.
I was interested from the start. I was
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all it’s for the judge to decide. However,
it can be particularly challenging when
you’re representing in a matrimonial case
when there are children involved; that’s
when you question your forensic ability
to get to the right outcome. You have to

really trust the system and feel assured
the judge will reach the right outcome;
in the English courts the rules are clear,
when working abroad in a difficult
situation your morals can be tested.
If you were a pupil at Downside today,
with similar inclinations towards
fighting for truth and justice, where
would you begin?
I think it’s a very good idea to get a
broad education in History, Classics, and
Philosophy. I think the teaching of Law
is much more sophisticated than when I
studied. I loved doing Classics it was very
stimulating, and Oxford was challenging.
In this edition of the Downside Diary,
we’re talking about how ‘truth matters’
and the importance of understanding
sources, fake news, and propaganda. How
do you relate to those in your work?   
My view is to go for the chronology first.
It's extraordinary at how, when you break
it down, the exact sequence of things
becomes clear. Take a murder case, for
example, once you've looked at the exact
timings, things fall right into place. I'm not
saying it solves all problems but it solves a
lot. So that's my tip - do the chronology,
it's extraordinary.
How do you feel about being awarded
the Old Gregorian Medal?
I’m very touched to have been given this
accolade. I can think of lots of incredibly
worthy people to have received it before
me but it’s nice to have received it as
a human rights lawyer, as it says that
human rights are important. I am deeply
honoured and I’m very conscious that it’s
a statement that the kind of work that
I’m involved in is valuable and probably
chimes in with much that we learnt to
value here, to that extent I’m delighted.

HONESTY
IN
SPORT
TO WALK OR NOT TO WALK
Cricket relies upon the honesty of the individual. For example, as a
fielder, the batsman will ask if the ball has been caught, ‘yes, or no?’. If
the answer is yes, the batsman accepts it and goes, and it makes the
job of the umpire much easier. It’s what the spirit of cricket is about.
The MCC is big on promoting the spirit of cricket and it’s what we
as a school aim to do. We like to see the boys and girls at Downside
taking this approach to the sport, and in all that they do.
Mr Alfonso Thomas, Head of Cricket Development

Honesty in Spor t
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AS WE SAY GOODBYE TO ANOTHER LOVELY GROUP OF UPPER SIXTH FORM PUPILS, WE LOOK BACK ON THE YEARS THAT HAVE
PASSED WITH ALEXANDRA MORRIS AND PABLO CAMPRUBI ROYLE, AS THEY COMPLETE THEIR YEAR AS HEAD GIRL AND HEAD BOY.

START
FINISH

PABLO JOINED DOWNSIDE FROM ESCUELA CAMPO ALEGRE, IN MIAMI, AND ALEX FROM ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL IN
HAMPSHIRE. AFTER COMPLETING A LEVELS, THEY WILL LEAVE DOWNSIDE IN 2017.

From

to

Do you remember your first visit to
Downside? What was the process for you
and your family?
P – I remember visiting the School for
a tour a year before I arrived; my family
and I were overwhelmed by its beauty, it
really took our breath away. It was great
to see all of the facilities and space, I knew
it’d be a place that I’d be proud to call my
second home.
A – Yes, it was a little bit daunting, being
only 9 years old but also very exciting. Both
my older brother, Michael, and I were new
so we had each other. Everyone was really
welcoming so I didn’t need to lean on him
in the end!
Did you know anyone before you arrived
on the first day? Who did you meet?
P – I didn’t know anyone when I first
arrived, making me relatively nervous, but I
quickly made friends with Emma (Bingham)
and Sophia (Highcock) and from then it
was easy to settle in.
A – I didn’t know anyone very well but I
met Madeleine (Prior) who is still here with
me now!

10 From Star t to Finish

Any other early memories that stick out?
A – I just remember being in the Abbey
Church and seeing all of the Upper Sixth
and thinking that I would never be that old
or that tall!
P – The friendliness and sense of welcome
from my House Master from the minute
I arrived.

Can you remember getting your first Downside
uniform? Did you feel very grown up?
P – I certainly felt very grown up, but after
looking back at the pictures from back
then I think it’s fair to say I felt older than I
looked! It was quite odd at first, having just
moved from a tropical country, to have to
wear thicker clothes, but after a few weeks
I wore my uniform with pride.
A – I remember the skirt being down to
my ankles and my blazer sleeves hiding my
hands. I thought I wouldn’t grow into it!
When you look back, in a year or two
from now, which memories will stick out
in your mind?
P – I’ll definitely expect to be sharing
memories of our Downside final year,
but it is always uncomfortable to relive

cringeworthy moments.
A – I’ll take memories of good times!
How do you think Downside has shaped
your character? What if you'd been at
another school?
A – I can’t imagine having been anywhere
else – I’ve spent half of my life here!
P – I’m extremely grateful for the
experiences I’ve had at Downside and the
things that I’ve learnt; they’ve made me into
the person I am today.
Where are you going next? How are you
going to keep in touch?
A – University next! I still have a younger
brother, Freddie, here so I’m sure we’ll all
stay in touch.
P – I’m going on a gap year, some of
which will be spent with some of the great
friends I’ve made at Downside. After taking
everyone’s emails and phone numbers I hope
to keep in touch with everyone from here.
We wish our leavers all the very best of luck
as they embark upon the next chapter and
look forward to reporting on their news as
Old Gregorians.

From Star t to Finish
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WE ASKED MADELEINE PRIOR HOW IT
FEELS TO HAVE LED THE DOWNSIDE
COMBINED CADET FORCE (CCF) AS THE
FIRST FEMALE JUNIOR UNDER OFFICER…

Leadership and patience are probably the two
main skills that I feel I’ve developed in this role;
being part of the CCF helps to teach discipline
and encourages pupils to work as a team.
For Downside, as a previously male-dominated
organisation – it was boys-only until 2005 –
it’s quite something to have a female pupil in
the senior role. It’s very exciting to be the first
one, and I hope it will encourage more girls to
carry on with the CCF… don’t just leave it to
the boys.
I love the history and traditions at Downside,
but I think that the integration of girls into the
school has boosted its development. CCF has
developed but remains a source of tradition
and a link to our history. Our current Upper
Sixth Form year group is one of the first to
have more girls than boys in the CCF, which
is empowering but should not be surprising…
Downside produces confident women!
Truth and integrity are underlying principles of
Benedictine living, and they can also be applied
to the CCF – self-discipline being the most
obvious. Truth and integrity allows the CCF to
function efficiently and for teamwork to thrive.
Once the summer is over, I’ll be taking a gap
year, volunteering in Tanzania before hoping to
study Zoology at the University of Exeter.

12 Girls Leading the Way

GIRLS
LEADING
THE WAY

B

eing the Junior Under Officer (JUO) of
the Downside CCF has definitely been
a fun and rewarding experience. It
has been such a privilege to serve as the first
female JUO, and it’s always great fun to work
with new pupils in the Third Form.

"I’ll be taking a gap
year, volunteering in
Tanzania before hoping
to study Zoology at the
University of Exeter."

“Being part of the CCF
helps to teach discipline
and encourages pupils
to work as a team.”
Girls Leading the Way
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‘Whenever we look to
Mary, we come to believe
once again in the
revolutionary nature of
love and tenderness’
Pope Francis - Twitter, 13th May 2017

A
MESSAGE
OF PEACE

In May 2017, Pope Francis travelled to the Portuguese town of Fátima to honour
children whose visions of the Virgin Mary in 1917 marked one of the most important
events for the Catholic church. The Pope was keen that their message of peace – as it
was reported 100 years ago, during the First World War – would continue to resonate
with Catholics today.

VISITATION OF THE NATIONAL
PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE
As part of the centenary year, the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue – a hand-carved image
of Our Lady of Fátima – has travelled to cathedrals and churches throughout the
United Kingdom. At Downside, we were thrilled to have welcomed pilgrims including
hundreds of local school children to see the statue and take part in a celebratory mass.

Ahead of his trip to Portugal, Pope Francis urged all to join him, physically or spiritually,
in Fátima. He said: “With all of us forming one heart and soul, I will then entrust you to Our
Lady, asking her to whisper to each one of you: ‘My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and
the path that leads you to God.’”

THE THREE CHILD SEERS
Three Portuguese children, Lucia dos Santos and her two cousins,
brother and sister, Francisco and Jacinta Marto, were grazing their sheep
when they encountered the first of several visions of the Virgin Mary.
She revealed to them three secrets – apocalyptic messages regarding
the Second World War, hell, the rise and fall of communism, and the
death of a pope – urging them to pray for peace and turn away from
sin. The children’s story, despite being doubted at first, gained believers
and was accepted as authentic by the Vatican in 1930.
Sadly, two of the children, Francisco and Jacinta, died of influenza two
years later. Their cousin, Lucia dos Santos, later became a Carmelite nun
and survived until 2005. In February 2017, she was accorded the title
Servant of God, the first major step towards her canonization.

14 A
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Democracy
in

ACTION

M

any boarding schools will claim a special sense of community, but at Downside
we really do feel this is true. As a full-boarding school and one that is relatively
small in size with 80% of pupils living on-site all week it means that everyone
knows one other. It’s great fun, but also the perfect opportunity to really understand how
communities work, and practise democracy in action. We interviewed the School Council
to learn how they operate and of the values that are important to them.

What is the purpose of the School
Council? How is it formed each year?
The School Council aims to gauge the
concerns and thoughts of the pupils, and
it is formed after a pupil election in each
house. We speak for the ‘voice of the
pupils’ and our purpose is to put forward
any suggestions or queries that the pupils
express about the school.
How often do you meet? Who runs the
meetings and where do they take place?
We meet every fortnight, on a Wednesday,
with Mr Falzon (the Director of Pastoral
Care) in his classroom. The minutes of each
meeting are published on the notice board
for all pupils to see.

“I THINK IT PROVIDES YOUR
FIRST TASTE OF GENUINE
DEMOCRACY, SOMETHING
IMPORTANT TO BECOME
ACCUSTOMED TO IN THE
MODERN WORLD’

‘TRUTH AND INTEGRITY HOLD
PEOPLE TOGETHER AND ARE
THE BASIS OF A COMMUNITY”

16 Democracy in Action

Tell us about the kind of things you’ve
changed in the School this year?
This year we have worked a lot on school
menus and catering – food is of a really
high standard now – but also we have been
looking at the weekend activities for the
juniors, and a few small things related to
maintenance. We sought answers on the
queries of our peers on matters relating to
the internet, and school ICT provision.
How does it feel to make a difference to
the way things are run?
It feels great; we have really enjoyed taking
part in the School Council - it’s really
empowering to think we can positively
influence change within the school
community. It’s really satisfying when you
hear compliments from other pupils, and
having applied to help, it gives us a sense
of making a difference evoking a sense of
democratic pride.

Do you think it helps the community
feel of Downside?
It helps the School Community as people
feel they have a voice; Downside is a
school that is full of personality, and it is
this that shines through. We are all able to
contribute to the well-being of the School.
It involves everyone’s opinions, pupils
feel like they can all be involved in what’s
happening in the school making changes.
How important is it that matters are
managed in a democratic way?
I believe it’s essential for the well-being
of the school community that every
pupil feels that they have a voice and
can be represented. Mr Falzon relays the
comments of the pupils and presents the
issues; the Council then discusses how to
overcome any challenges. It’s important for
us to manage matters in a democratic way
at school, these are skills we might need in
the future.
This year our theme is ‘truth matters’.
How important are truth and integrity
to you?
Truth and integrity are two of the
underlying features that are at the very
core of Downside’s community. It’s very
important, we can all trust one another
to be faithful. Truth is very important;
without it, the community cannot stand
properly. Such things hold people together;
when coinciding with the loving Catholic
nature of Downside, truth and integrity
are almost innate.

Democracy in Action

17

WE SPOKE TO TALLULAH HORTON AND
DEREK QUINLAN AS THEY PREPARE TO TAKE
ON THE ROLES OF HEAD GIRL AND HEAD BOY
FOR THE 2017/18 ACADEMIC YEAR.
Tallulah: Both Derek and I are looking forward to working with the house
staff to initiate inter-year-group support groups, so that all pupils can help
support each other throughout the year. Downside’s warmth and sense of
welcome is so infectious and I hope it be able to support those around me as
much as possible.

“I would like to continue
to make sure the pupils at
Downside are getting involved
as much as they can so they
take advantage of the great
opportunities given to them.”
Derek: I would like to continue to make sure the pupils at
Downside are getting involved as much as they can so they take
advantage of the great opportunities given to them; this will help
pupils to get the all-round education needed for life beyond school.
Truth and integrity are very important aspects of a
Benedictine education; I live this out by thinking of others and their
needs, whether that be helping pupils in Powell with their worries or
concerns, or just doing simple things like holding the door for someone.
It is the small things in life that make the biggest difference.
I'm a boarder in Smythe House, and I study History, Geography and English
Literature at A Level; they are all wonderful subjects that really mix well
together. I am currently a member of the CCF, a Powell Prefect and I partake
in Lectio three times a week. I have been at Downside for six years; I used
to study at St Michael’s, in Ireland, and Hall School, Wimbledon, in London. I
would love to study English Literature as it is a fantastic subject and I have a
real passion for it; I hope to study it the University of Manchester one day.

18 New Heads

I was at school in Surrey, at St. Edmund’s, before joining Downside, in 2013, as
a Third Former. I’m currently studying Latin, English and Music, and I’m in the
Schola Cantorum, Mixed Chamber Choir and Girls Chamber Choir. I also have
the opportunity to work with the Classics Department at St. Vigor’s and St
John’s Primary School teaching Latin. At the moment I’d like to study Music at
University with a choral scholarship. I’ve been looking at lots of places to study
including Durham, Bristol, York and Oxford.

“Both truth and integrity
are things which make
Downside’s warmth and sense
of welcome so infectious.”
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WAR
MEMORIAL
We’re thrilled that Historic England have recognised the Downside War Memorial as an important
monument. Steve Parsons, Downside Abbey’s Activity Manager, tells us more about it…

Below:
Steve Parsons, Downside
Abbey's Activity Manager
Opposite:
The Downside War Memorial

What is the Downside War Memorial?
The Downside War Memorial was
designed by the architect Leonard Stokes,
creator of so much of twentieth century
Downside. The memorial was unveiled in
1922 to honour the Old Gregorians who
lost their lives in the Great War, and was
visited by the Prince of Wales in the same
year, who laid a wreath. He would go on
to become Edward VIII.
Who decides on these
listings and on what
grounds?
Historic England is the
public body that looks
after England's historic
environment. It champions
historic places, such
as the Downside War
Memorial, and helps people
understand, value and care
for them.
Listing is the act of
identifying the most
important parts of our
heritage so they can be
protected by law. The
Downside War Memorial
was considered for
listing as part of Historic
England’s commemorations
to mark the centenary of
the Great War. Their

20 War Memorial

project, Home Front Legacy, aims to
protect war memorials and commemorate
the Great War on the home front.
The two key reasons for the listing of the
Downside memorial were:
1) H
 istoric interest: as a poignant reminder
of the sacrifice of the pupils of
Downside School during the conflicts
of the twentieth century.
2) Architectural interest: as an elegant and
well executed memorial designed by
noted architect Leonard Stokes.
What do we know about its
construction?
The memorial was built in situ at
Downside but not in its current position.
It was originally located 50 metres north,
towards the Old House, but was moved
to accommodate the new Stokes block.
Its construction is of local limestone.
What does this listing mean for
Downside?
The listing was approved in March 2017,
following a site visit from Historic England.
It is a recognition of the sacrifice of so
many OG’s throughout the twentieth
century, in particular the First World War.
The memorial is now on the National
Heritage List alongside the School and
Abbey Church. It also opens up avenues of
funding to maintain and keep the structure
for future generations.

War Memorial
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It can be risky for
head teachers to
continue teaching
pupils occasional
lessons, after having
long-ceased delivering
examination curricula.
You can quickly become
rusty, out of touch with new
classroom techniques and
thematically repetitive, giving
voice to themes previously aired
in assemblies or speech days. So it is
with some trepidation that I approach
weekly classes, embracing Benedictine
humility, as appropriate in my context, and
expecting an element of critical debate.

VERSUS

“YOUNG PEOPLE
NOWADAYS OFTEN FIND
IT HARD TO RELATE TO THE
IDEA OF SAINTHOOD.”
22 Saints Versus Celebrities

At present, every member of the Sixth
Form at Downside has to suffer through
some classes with the Head Master within
the General Religious Studies programme.
So there is a class on ‘Dante in 30 mins’
(where we treat The Divine Comedy as a
computer game while reading extracts),
there are two classes on Faith and
Modern Poetry (one on the poetry of
Siegfried Sassoon and another focusing on
contemporary poetry) and then there is
a class on ‘Celebrity Worship Syndrome’.
Nothing could be more relevant to the
politics of now than the last of these,
although it is the hardest lesson to teach.
Why? Because in the lesson we end up
focusing on what the Church teaches
about the Saints, and young people
nowadays often find it hard to relate to
the idea of Sainthood, even in a School
that is overwhelmingly Catholic and largely
prayerful. The teaching path is oblique:
the lesson begins with a reflection on
personal role-models, then we discuss
modern celebrity worship, looking at the
craving for celebrity in popular culture,
as reinforced through reality TV, and after
scrutinising articles on how this impacts

on UK and US society, we reflect on which
celebrities we revere and why. Obviously,
the election of President Trump in the US
provides peculiar grist to the mill; who, we
wonder, will be next to obtain a position of
political authority? The power of the media
to project people into positions of power
seems irresistible at times.
In this disorientating arena, the Saints are
offered as an alternative. Pope Benedict’s
speech to students in Catholic schools
in the UK in 2010 spelt it out: “I hope
that among those of you listening to me
today there are some of the future saints
of the twenty-first century. What God
wants most of all for each one of you is
that you should become holy. He loves
you much more than you could ever
begin to imagine, and he wants the very
best for you. And by far the best thing for
you is to grow in holiness.” The message

service community in the Sixth Form in
her name, dedicated to caring for others.
Yet Sainthood seems just impossible
for so many of us, young and old alike,
especially in a world of challenge and
difficulty. It is too easy for self-promotion
and advancement to take precedence
over goodness. And the young know that
they need to make their way in the world,
which means being practical.
The recent Martin Scorsese film Silence,
shows Jesuit missionary attempts at
holiness becoming by steps problematic,
with a tension arising between caring for
others and heroic martyrdom. It provides
an ambiguous gloss on Roland Joffé’s film
about the Jesuits, The Mission, which by
contrast offered up heroic example as a
path to follow, in a world of mercenary,
competing interests. In a world that sees
attempts at sainthood as wrong-headed or

“IT IS TOO EASY FOR SELF-PROMOTION
AND ADVANCEMENT TO TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER GOODNESS.”
is simple and true, but the young need
specific examples to follow, so focusing
on particular figures whom they can
relate to can be helpful. My favourite
Saint for this currently is Saint Damien of
Molokai, patron Saint of Lepers and HIV
Sufferers. His heroic sacrifice of himself
while battling Church indifference speaks
strongly to the young, as do the words of
Barack Obama, when he appeals to our
collective conscience: "In our own time
as millions around the world suffer from
disease, especially the pandemic of HIV/
AIDS, we should draw on the example
of Fr. Damien's resolve in answering the
urgent call to heal and care for the sick."
St (Mother) Teresa also provides a strong
example for many, so after reflection
on what more we could do to support
service in the school, we have set up a

dangerous, tragedy can seem all-consuming.
Yet holocaust remembrance can enable
us to see meaning at the heart of horror,
when we look at the witness of saints such
as St Maximilian Kolbe or St Edith Stein. In
essence, holiness doesn’t come exclusively
through striving but through God’s grace,
even in a situation of what may seem like
passive suffering. Next time I teach my
lesson on sainthood versus celebrity culture,
highlighting the commonplace egoism that
pursues self above service in a mercenary
world, I will conclude emphatically with the
words of Charles Péguy, yet with a sense of
my own tragic denouement: “There is only
one tragedy in the end: Not to have been
a saint.”
Dr James Whitehead
Head Master

Saints Versus Celebrities
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torytelling and the dramatic arts have always played
a central role in life at Downside, and we were
thrilled to re-open the Performing Arts Centre,
which incorporates the Fleischner Theatre and
O'Flaherty Music School, at the start of 2017.
It’s been wonderful to witness the pupils
using the facilities in creative ways to
explore new activities and pursuits. >>

14

PRACTICE
ROOMS
24 Beyond the Facade
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1

REFURBISHED
THEATRE

>> In addition to productions of West Side
Story and High School Musical JR, a range of
workshops and activities have taken place
in the new spaces, including a Science
Week spectacular, French and Spanish
language performances, and Sixth Form
lectures. The foyer areas have been used
for art exhibitions and ballet, and a lighting
workshop took place to inspire future
theatre producers!
The brand new practice rooms, recording
studio, and editing suite, have helped our
talented musicians, including the large
number of pupils who have taken their
Grade 8 ABRSM examinations this summer.
We’re pleased that the space has also
enabled local prep and primary school
children to enjoy watching dress rehearsal
performances, rehearse for a Choral Day,
and use the new recording studio, this year.
Come and join us….there will be a range
of performances, talks, exhibitions and
more taking place throughout the 2017/18
academic year. See www.downside.co.uk
for full listings.
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RECORDING
STUDIO
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400
COMFY
SEATS

1

LIGHTING
BOOTH

4

GRAND
PIANOS

1

GREEN
ROOM
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Matthew

Cameron

Alexander

Stephanie

Louis-Raphael

Joshua

Niamh

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an award that
pupils can elect to study during their Sixth Form years. A fantastic
stepping stone to higher education, it allows pupils to embark on
a self-directed and self-motivated project. We spoke to a group of
Lower Sixth Form pupils who have recently submitted their work, to
explore what Downside pupils have been studying this year.

Louis-Raphael – One day I’d like to study a degree in either
International Relations, Russian or Arabic. I elected to write about
the Syrian conflict, and more specifically the involvement of the
Russian government, Iranian government and the Lebanese militia,
Hezbollah; I compared the importance of the military support
provided by those to the Syrian government. Over the course of
my EPQ I’ve developed a deep interest in Middle Eastern affairs,
and I have been keeping up to date with all developments in the
Syrian conflict. This project has taught me valuable skills, including
referencing and structure, but most importantly, I have learnt how to
become an efficient, independent learner.
Niamh – I wish to study medicine in the future and am particularly
interested in genetic conditions. My project involved evaluating who
should be screened for hemochromatosis; I concluded that those who
have a family history of the condition should be screened, but it’s more
complicated than it seems. I’ll probably continue to follow this topic as
it’ll be interesting to see what new research comes out in the coming
years. Dr Parker was my EPQ tutor, he was there to oversee my
project and offer advice where needed. I would definitely recommend it
– I gained confidence in public speaking and was able to explore a topic
outside of the A Level work.

This project has taught me valuable skills,
including referencing and structure, but
most importantly, I have learnt how to
become an efficient, independent learner.
EPQ
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Joshua – I elected to do my EPQ on the gender wage gap issue in
the USA and to try and quantify as to whether it makes an effect
upon its population. I chose to do it as it is a big issue in the news,
and was especially at the time of the Trump/Clinton election. In
terms of conclusion, there was not enough evidence to fully prove
that there was a gender wage gap, however, there is an 8 cent per
dollar difference between male and female earnings that hasn’t
been explained. I will continue to research into the topic; more and
more data is coming out and it is still very relevant with the Trump
administration. I would also like to do more into the UK and its
gender wage gap. After life at Downside, I’d like to study Economics,
and hopefully at Warwick. Interestingly, some universities lower
their grade offer if you achieve an A with your EPQ. I’ve really
gained confidence in data finding and presentation skills, and I’d
recommend the EPQ to younger pupils; it’s a great way to prepare
for university study.

Alexander – I’m hoping to study for a degree in Classics one
day. I elected to write about Mithraism and its link to Christianity
and the way it interacted with other religions of the same period.
I came to the conclusion that the huge difference in objectives
between the two religions meant that there never would have
been the rivalry that is sometimes believed to have existed.
There were weekly sessions run by Mr Grinsell to support our
work, and my EPQ tutor met with me once a fortnight and
helped to direct my field of research in the most relevant areas.
I’d definitely recommend the EPQ to younger pupils who might
be considering it.

Describe your Downside experience
in three words…
Scary – Downside School is such a big
place that when I first started working
here I couldn’t find my way around; I was
always lost! Now, I know it like the back
of my hand.

Matthew – My project questioned if life in society is meaningless and
absurd, and if there are any adequate responses to this. Everything
that we do is reliant on the fact of whether it is meaningful or not,
and the conclusion that I reached was that accepting and embracing
death and inevitable destruction opens the possibility for a life that is
worthwhile. I’ll definitely continue to explore this topic; the creation of
meaning in a meaningless society is a lifelong task. I’m hoping to study
Classics after my time at Downside.

Cameron – One day I’d like to study Criminology, either with Law
or Politics, at Manchester University. I compared the significance of
the threats we face in the 21st-century from terrorism and climate
change, concluding that climate change is far more significant, but
that terrorism cannot be ignored. I would 100% recommend doing
the EPQ project for the sense of achievement when completed, it’s
worth it regardless of the mark!
Stephanie – I would definitely recommend doing the EPQ; it’s a good
opportunity to widen your horizons and learn more about things
other than your A Levels, which will help in pursuing your future
career. I elected to write about placebos and the ethics of use of
placebos in medicine; I had an interest in medical ethics initially so I
opted to focus in. I concluded that placebos can be ethical in some
situations (e.g. for relief of symptoms) but not when physiological
problems are apparent, however, the issue is more complicated than
it seems. I had to do a final presentation, and I’ve gained confidence
in public speaking as a result.
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ANGIE HURLE IS THE DOMESTIC
SERVICES MANAGER AT DOWNSIDE;
SHE HAS BEEN WORKING FOR THE
SCHOOL AND MONASTERY FOR OVER
30 YEARS! WE ASKED HER TO REFLECT
ON HER EXPERIENCE….

Enjoyment – I especially enjoyed my time
working in Ramsay House, and worked
in there for ten years. I enjoyed looking
after the boys, not only during term time
but also during the breaks… looking after
goldfish, budgies, plants and even a car! The
boys were like an extended family to me.

I’d recommend the EPQ to younger
pupils; it’s a great way to prepare
for university study.

Family – We are like one big family here
at Downside. In fact, most of my family
have worked (or are working) here; my
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, sisters and
daughters… in fact, twenty members of my
family at the last count! My Mum, Joan Cullen,
also worked at Downside for thirty years.
What inspired you to work at Downside?
I came to work here initially because the
term times fitted in around my children’s
school. Many staff do the same now,

including my daughter to fit around the
grandchildren! Downside was, and still is,
a very family orientated place. I am very
proud to be a part of this community.
Which subject did you enjoy least when
you were a pupil?
Geography. As I said, I used to get lost at

Downside so I had no chance around
a map!
This year, we’re talking about how ‘truth
matters’… how can we help people in our
everyday lives using this principle?
Honesty is always the best policy, no
matter what.

reflections
Reflections
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MR BEN JONES JOINED DOWNSIDE IN SEPTEMBER 2015 AS A TEACHER OF HISTORY.
HE TALKS TO US ABOUT THE VALUE OF PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY WITHIN THE CLASSROOM.

As a recent history graduate and convert
to Catholicism, the prospect of working
with a 400-year old monastic community
appealed to me both professionally and
personally. Prior to teaching at Downside,
I’d taught at a Catholic Comprehensive
School in central London; it was definitely a
tough test for a young teacher, but it taught
me a lot about the principles of Catholic
education and was the ideal place to begin
my career.

A

CULTURE
of
INTEGRITY
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The values of integrity and professionalism
were highlighted as very important
throughout my teacher training; it was
clear that without these, nothing else
is possible. I was placed into two very
different state schools in Cornwall, and was
struck firstly by the big differences between
them, and secondly by the professionalism
and integrity of the teachers, who went
out of their way to support me. There
was also a great emphasis on pedagogical
understanding, rather than subject
knowledge. Hitherto obscure words like
'assessment' and ‘differentiation' suddenly
acquired new meanings as my peers and
I were measured rigorously against the
teachers' standards. We were taught to set
high expectations for our pupils, while not
expecting too much, to plan thoroughly
but to be prepared for things to go wrong,
to prepare pupils for examinations but
without losing a sense of inspiration and
wonder. I suppose that I realised, through
many triumphs and even more disasters,
that while things in education will never
be perfect, it is an ideal worth striving for.
We were also taught to be 'reflective
practitioners' and to believe that we could

and would become better if we worked
hard enough. This is an idea that I try to
instil in my pupils, and one that is as true in
life, as in education.
Downside is certainly a unique place to
work. Its relatively small size means that
there is a family atmosphere quite unlike any
other school I have experienced. Perhaps
the biggest difference is the culture of prayer
in the school - pausing during lessons at
midday to say the Angelus, or participating
in Lectio Divina with the Manquehue
community - all of which have provided
great opportunities to bear witness to our
shared values. But I would also say that
much of what I was taught about teaching is
reflected in Downside's Benedictine values.
For instance, it is not difficult to see, in St
Benedict's advice that 'the strong be given
something to strive for and the weak nothing
to flee from', the principle that all pupils have
different strengths and weaknesses, and will
learn in different ways. Similarly, a wholeschool focus on aspects of Benedictine
Education such as welcome, listening and
building communion, have all inspired me to
re-examine my approach in the classroom.
Overall, I would say that Downside has given
my practice a spiritual foundation and sense
of purpose that my training, for all its rigour
and depth, did not.
In terms of truth, teaching history to
pupils brings its own challenges. It is one
of the most controversial and contested
areas of the school curriculum, and the
subject of much debate in the media.
What history should we teach, and for
what purpose? Should we teach historical

knowledge or skills? These are questions
to which there is no simple, right answer.
For my part, I believe that in a Catholic
context, an historical education should
provide several things. Firstly, pupils should
be taught, as much as is practical, about the
nature of history as a discipline, and how
historical truth is both different from the
scientific, moral and religious truths that
they encounter elsewhere at Downside, and
yet also a part of the whole. To this end, I
always try to use primary and secondary
sources in the classroom, since knowing
who and what to believe is also essential in
an age when our problem is not a lack of
information, but an excess of it. Secondly,
by studying how people in past ages have
thought and acted, for good or ill, pupils
should emerge with a sense of humility
which is often lacking in today's world.
Listening and problem solving are also
important skills which I emphasise through
collective rather than individual activities,
since not only does this foster respect for
the views and opinions of others, but also
teaches the pupils to reach a consensus
through dialogue and discussion, qualities
which they will need throughout their lives.
Being involved in both the sporting and
pastoral sides of school life has been
very rewarding. It is a truism that you see
different sides to the pupils, which do not
manifest themselves in the classroom. I have
been a tutor in both Powell and Roberts
Houses, and it is perhaps in this context that
demonstrating integrity is most important,
because the pupils instinctively look to you
as a role model and an example to follow.

A Culture of Integrity
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Pupil Hugo Morgan joins Mr Thomas in a friendly
match against the Emeriti CC players (June 2017).

It’s been a great year for sport at Downside. Our
Head of Cricket Development, and a former player
for both South Africa and Somerset, Mr Alfonso
Thomas, has now been working with our talented
players for a year and is thrilled with their progress.

Mr Thomas is looking ahead to introducing
girls’ cricket during the 2017/18 year. With an
understanding of how Downside girls can excel
at anything, he thinks the boys should watch their
step! With a set of fantastic new indoor cricket
nets there is going to be no stopping the training
during those colder months.

During the past year, we’ve enjoyed a stronger
partnership with the Somerset Cricket Board who
now regularly train on site, as well as a number
of local prep schools who have been keen to
learn from Mr Thomas and make the most of the
spectacular cricket pitch.

36 www.downside.co.uk
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rom medieval manuscripts to unique
first editions, the Downside Abbey
Archives and Library holds a vast
array of exceptional material. One of the
largest sections within the library is our
Recusant Collection, holding many items
relating to the Reformation period and
shortly after.
In the current age of ‘fake news’ it is
possible to look at these works under a
spotlight of what is real or fake. Is ‘fake
news’ propaganda? Or is it merely bias
towards one side or another? All historical
texts have some form of bias whether
intentional or not and what must be
remembered is the spirit of the time in
which the texts were written. During and
after the Reformation when Catholics were
viewed with suspicion, they were prevented
from openly practising their religion.
Two volumes shown here are The Anatomy
of the English Nunnery at Lisbon (1622) and
The Foot out of the Snare (1634). These texts
openly target the Catholic faith as shown in
an opening paragraph of The Anatomy of the
English Nunnery at Lisbon:

‘An English Friar ... deprived me of
means to depart from him, by taking
away my apparel and putting me into a
disguised foolish habit (of which I was
heartily ashamed)… never ceased to
urge me by deep-dissembled entreaties
& persuasions, until I had given consent
to become a holy Brother and Masspriest in the house.’
What we will never know about these
words are whether they were true,
yet this is an example of the type of
propaganda being distributed throughout
Britain. The Foot out of the Snare (1634)
examines the practices of the Catholic
faith, and at one point it is declared
‘…understand you not how laborious
and vigilant our Adversaries now are,
forbearing no time, sparing no pains, to
captivate and destroy.’ These anti-Catholic
sentiments would have been eagerly read
and divulged as proof of the heretical
nature of the faith. As more objective
readers today, we can recognise these
texts as seventeenth-century propaganda,
a hundred years after Henry VIII’s break
with Rome. >>

PROPA
GANDA
Propaganda
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A wonderful volume in our collections is
The Complete Works of Sir Thomas More
(1557). Sir Thomas More, as Henry VIII’s
Lord Chancellor, held much influence until
he refused to take the King’s Oath and
accept the Reformation. For this he was
executed in 1535. His Complete Works

WHAT THE DOWNSIDE COLLECTIONS
CAN SHOW READERS TODAY IS HOW
EASY IT WAS IN POST REFORMATION
BRITAIN TO USE PROPAGANDA TO
SHOW CATHOLICS IN A BAD LIGHT.
were published under the reign of Mary
I, we can assume as a way of promoting
the act of More standing against the
Reformation. More had been a staunch
supporter of Mary’s mother, Catherine of
Aragon, so the Queen would have been
a great supporter of this, thus making it
an example of pro-Catholic propaganda.
More was beatified in 1935 and is therefore
known by Catholics as St Thomas More.
What the Downside collections can show
readers today is how easy it was in Post
Reformation Britain to use propaganda to
show Catholics in a bad light. What had been
the religion of the nation until the 1530s was
now despised and ridiculed, and books such
as the ones discussed here were widely read.
As stated above, as objective readers, we
know now that most of what was written
was false, but these titles serve to show
us that ‘fake news’ was as prevalent in the
sixteenth century as it is now.
Steve Parsons
Activity Manager, Downside Abbey

40 Propaganda
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PUPIL PROFILE

A WONDERFULL
BOARDING LIFE
We spoke to pupil, Jonathan Birkett, to learn more
about life as a boarder at Downside...

I attended an international day school, in Hong Kong,
where my parents still live, before I arrived at Downside
as a boarder. I had two cousins that had previously
attended Downside, and one (Phoebe Selby) who
was joining at the same time as me. It certainly made
a big difference to have Phoebe’s familiar face around
the corridors from day one, and I now consider her
something of an older sister.
The first time I visited the school I remember being
struck by the size of the Abbey when we were
approaching in the car. However, my nerves soon
disappeared as I found everybody so welcoming, making
a constant effort to smile and hold open doors for one
another; this was a trend I continued to notice during
my first day at the school, and a trait that prospective
parents have since commented to me on during tours.
Smythe house is a lively place full of different characters
but one where, ultimately, everyone wants the best for
each other. The caring house mothers and cleaners, my
committed House Master, and, of course, the amazing
life-long friendships that I’ve made, have all made my
Downside experience what it has been.
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After the school day, there is plenty of time both before
and after supper to socialise with friends, or, depending
on the season, to play some tennis! After prep, many
go to the new Weld Café to buy some snacks. The
weekends are really full: on Saturdays all pupils take
part in fixtures for their chosen sport against rival
schools. In the evening, the Upper Sixth Form have the
opportunity to go to the school pub; on Sundays, the
School has Mass, followed by an amazing brunch!
I am currently sitting my A Levels in English, History
and Religious Studies, so the creativity that doing Arts
subjects involves definitely appeals to me. My favourite
lessons in such subjects are the ones where there is class
discussion on the topics involved. I like to argue my case,
which attending activities such as MUN (Model United
Nations) has really enforced. I hope to study at Durham
University next year. The course I’ve chosen is a flexible
one, consisting of Politics and International Relations,
History, Business and Chinese, so lots to look forward to!
Somerset is an excellent place to have gone to school –
the extensive school grounds and surrounding countryside
offer so much space to go running and cycling, which I’ve
taken advantage of. With Bath only 30 minutes away, it is
also really convenient to catch a train to London.
The best thing is the friendships a boarding life helps
to foster. Having previously attended a day school, I can
see I have had more opportunities to create happy
memories with my friends here – I would certainly
recommend it to anyone.

A Wonderfull Boarding Life
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Name: Sophia
House: Isabella
Former school: Queen Mary’s, North Yorkshire
First impressions: ‘When I first came to Downside I thought it looked a lot like Hogwarts (i.e Harry Potter!) but that it had
a lovely friendly feeling.’
What do you think now? ‘Now that I’ve settled in it feels just like home, everyone’s always smiling and happy, and there’s
always something to keep you busy. I would definitely recommend it; it’s a lovely place and such an amazing surrounding
to learn to become closer to God. It’s such an incredible place to be!’

Name: Julian
House: Powell
Former school: Westminster Cathedral Choir School
First impressions: ‘A very friendly atmosphere and a good range of activities.’
What do you think now? ‘It’s very enjoyable, and my music has flourished,
there’s a great atmosphere. The school is small enough that all staff will know you
by name. I would recommend it to all looking for an enjoyable life at school.’

Name: Alessandra
House: Caverel
Former school: Hazlegrove School
First impressions: ‘It was quite big compared to my prep school but everyone was
very nice and welcoming and I soon felt part of the Downside family.’
What do you think now? ‘I feel part of the community, I really enjoy it. I would recommend
it as it’s a very friendly school and everyone feels as though they have a part to play.’

new
faces
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Name: Sam
House: Barlow
Former school: Perrott Hill School
First impressions: ‘Big, old and very welcoming.’
What do you think now? ‘It’s a beautiful place to be, and there are lots of things to do. The
best thing is the new facilities like the Music School and Theatre.’

Name: Amelia
House: Caverel
Former school: All Hallows School
First impressions: ‘It was a lot bigger than my prep school.’
What do you think now? ‘The best thing is making new friends and being able to spend
so much time with them in the boarding houses. I would recommend it because everyone is
friendly so you feel very welcome.’

Name: Charlie
House: Powell
Former school: Salisbury Cathedral School
First impressions: ‘It felt like a bigger school with more people, but a kind place.’
What do you think now? ‘‘The people at Downside are kind and very
helpful. I’d recommend it because it’s a good school.’

Name: Bertie
House: Roberts
Former school: Farleigh School
First impressions: ‘A friendly environment to live in with people I would get on extremely
well with.’
What do you think now? ‘I’ve made some great friends, hopefully friends for life. My work
ethic has improved and so has my sport. There is always something to do as I have never
been bored at all during my time at Downside. A great aspect about Downside is that
everyone can fit in; I would recommend it to anyone.’

new
faces
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Name: Sebastian
House: Powell
Former school: Sandroyd School
First impressions: ‘It was much bigger than my prep school, and with a very
friendly atmosphere.'
What do you think now? ‘The atmosphere still seems very welcoming, but it now seems
less big! There are many opportunities and lots of new things to take part in.’

Name: Lucia
House: Isabella
Former school: Northfields International High School, Mauritius
First impressions: ‘When I first came to Downside I thought it was ginormous. I was also
worried it would be very religious and that I wouldn’t be able to keep up!’
What do you think now? ‘Now I manage to navigate around easily, but my favourite thing
is all of the people, they always have a minute for you and they are always cheerful! I would
recommend it to people who want their children to be happy. When I first came I wasn’t very
religious but Downside has helped me to be a better friend with God. I thought I would miss
my parents, but there is always something to keep you busy.’

New Faces
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All pupils, whether they consider themselves to be ‘artistic’ or not, cannot help but be aware of the magnificent art and architectural
heritage throughout the campus. We learnt a little more about Mrs Erica Williams, the new Head of Art, and her vision for Downside.

For Art’s Sake
Where were you before Downside?
I was teaching at Leweston School in
Sherborne, a Catholic girls boarding
school, for 23 years. I was Head of Art
and Design leading the Fine Art and
Graphic Design teaching and we also
had a strong Textiles course. I started
there as Head of Department in
September1994 having just married in
the July before.
I studied at Harrow
School of Art (which is
now called Westminster
University) and took
a degree in Graphic
Information Design. My
first design job was at the
Imperial War Museum
from there I went onto
another design company
in London and I largely
worked on temporary
exhibition design at places
like the Science Museum.
When I decided I wanted to teach I did
a PGCE at Manchester Metropolitan
University and was very lucky to
have as one of my teaching practices
Manchester Grammar School, it was a
big department and I had the chance to
learn a great deal. I was thrilled when
they offered me a job on completion of
my PGCE.
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What are your impressions now
that you’re a year into the role?
I have been particularly impressed by
the community spirit of the school and
how welcoming everyone has been,
both staff and pupils. The highlight for
me has been being able to forge a
strong team in the department with
Mrs Belinda Bouchard, who has been an
invaluable source of knowledge about

Downside, and our fantastic Artist in
Residence, Mr Tim Patrick. The three of
us have worked together to re-establish
the Hubert von Zeller Art Society. We
have been able to have several visiting
artists who have run workshops for
the pupils and given lectures about
their work; all of these events have
also included an Art supper in Mrs
Bouchard’s flat, in Caverel House, where
we have invited some of the Sixth

Form Artists and Art Historians to join
our guests to talk about art in a more
informal setting. They have been a great
success and we are planning more for
next year.
I was also extremely impressed with
the ‘Month of Service’, which ran
twice during this academic year; to
see the range of activities the pupils
were involved in and the real
sense of goodwill and selfless
service was inspiring.
What are you most looking
forward to next year?
We have lots of potential
in our GCSE and A Level
pupils and I am looking
forward to seeing the
direction their work takes. I
am starting a GCSE Graphic
Communication course
in September and this
will be a new addition to what the
department offers. Interestingly, we
have had two pupils go directly onto
Illustration degree courses, this year, at
Loughborough University and the Arts
University in Bournemouth. Our new
Artist in Residence, Harriet Croucher,
is an animator and I will be involving
her closely with this GCSE course and
our current A Level students. I am
also hoping, with Harriet’s help, to >>

For Ar t's Sake

49

organise an inter-house Film and
Animation Competition, but more news
of that later.
I am organising a trip to New York
for Sixth Form pupils, in partnership
with the Business Studies Department;
this will take place during
the Michaelmas half term
and we have planned a
full itinerary, which should
be very exciting. I am also
hoping to enter a pupil for
the Articulation Prize, this
is an annual public speaking
competition on art for
young people. The event is
designed to promote the
appreciation and discussion
of art. Regional heats are
held around the country
where entrants give a 10
minute presentation about
a work of art, artefact or
architecture. Those who
are successful take part
in the final at Cambridge
University.
Tell us about your vision
for Art at Downside…
In my first year, I wanted to
emphasise the importance
of drawing as the basis of
good practice for all the
year groups; in the recent
changes to GCSE and A
Level the exam boards have
Floral paper
made this a strong element
of the syllabus for every
area of art and design. In my first Artist
in Residence I really wanted someone
to show the vitality of drawing through
their own practice, and Tim Patrick
has demonstrated this every day since
he has been with us and inspired the
pupils across every year group; we
will now be building on this as we
go forward.
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I am very keen that each pupil we teach
is seen as an individual and that they
have the space and support to express
themselves creatively. We have got off to
a great start with this already and our
Summer Art Exhibitions were testimony
to this with work including painting,

Why is Art important?
It is the diversity that the creative
arts offer a young person to express
themselves in so many different ways,
and being able to open the door to
those possibilities is what makes Art an
exciting subject to teach. Giving pupils
an ability to appreciate art
in all its forms is a great gift
and I always hope that even
those pupils who do not
go on to study GCSE or
A Level will have seen the
potential in art to excite,
provoke, soothe and inspire.
Our theme this year is
‘truth matters’… how is
this relevant in Art?
“Art is not a study of positive
reality, it is the seeking for
ideal truth” John Ruskin
I have been struck by the
thought that the pupils put
into their work, particularly
at A Level and what it
means for them. It is found
in the way the individual
is trying to communicate
through their work to the
viewer; there is a truth and
honesty that the artist can
bring to their work and this
gives it integrity.

dress by Millie Pughe-Morgan
installations, photography, illustration,
book design, textiles, film making and
all in an amazing variety of media. I am
also keen for the department to branch
out beyond our wonderful studios
to the rest of the School and we will
be developing initiatives to make this
happen and put Art at the heart of
Downside.

As aspiring artists, how can
our pupils bring truth and
integrity into their work?
What I think we can
hope for is that the pupils are true
to themselves and the ideals that they
have for their work. My job is to give
them the skills, room and understanding
to create.
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This painted plaster cast of Madonna and Child
with Cherubim hung for many years in the
bedroom of Philip and Lucy Jebb, Dom Philip
Jebb’s brother and sister-in-law. It has always
been believed that this cast had descended to
Lucy Jebb from her great-grandparents John
Hungerford Pollen (1820-1902) and Maria
Margaret La Primaudaye. Philip and Lucy Jebb’s
children thought it a particularly appropriate
piece to give to Downside in memory of Dom
Philip given the Jebb and Pollen families’ close,
and interwoven, connections with Downside. >>

Mrs Erica Williams
Head of Art

True Source
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JH Pollen’s first cousin Frederick Pepys
Cockerell (1833-78) and his wife Mary
Homan-Mulock (1838-1931). When it
was exhibited at the Royal Academy
in 1888 it was attributed to Donatello.
The marble was purchased by the dealer
Duveen from the Cockerell family and had
been reattributed to Antonio Rossellino,
presumably by Bernard Berenson, by 1913.

Anthony, later Dom Philip Jebb

Dom Philip Jebb fencing
Lucy Jebb’s eldest brother Francis Pollen
(1927-88), was, like the Jebb brothers
Philip, Anthony (later Dom Philip) and
Julian, an Old Gregorian, as well as being
architect of the Downside Abbey library,
monastic dining room and guest wing. Lucy
and Francis’s father, the sculptor Arthur
Joseph Lawrence Pollen, (1899-1968), was
also an old Downside boy. Pip Jebb and
Francis Pollen went on from Downside
to study architecture at Cambridge,
cementing a friendship which led Lucy
Pollen and Pip Jebb to meet as adults for
the first time in 1950. They were married
five years later in the Catholic church at
Napa, California, where the Jebb siblings’
grandparents, Hilaire Belloc and Elodie
Hogan, had been married in 1896.
The marble original of this Madonna and
Child with Cherubim, dating from 146075, belonged until 1902 to the family of

52 True Source

Some of the artist friends of Pollen and
FP Cockerell seem to have shared a taste
for such 15th-century marble reliefs. When
Mrs Cockerell lent her marble to the RA
for exhibition in 1888, there were similar
pieces in the show belonging to William
Holman Hunt and J Gambier Parry –
a taste later acquired by JP Morgan,
Samuel Kress, Benjamin Altman and other
American collectors.
The finest known cast of this sculpture –
one from which other casts were made
– was acquired by the South Kensington
Museum (now the Victoria and Albert
Museum), in 1869 when John Hungerford
Pollen was assistant curator of the museum
and, as his daughter and biographer
wrote, “negotiated the removal of whole
rooms, with their fittings and furniture,
to South Kensington, or he procured
casts of sculptures and mouldings...” And

Lucy and Philip Jebb

a lifelong friend of Cardinal Newman.
The Catholic intellectual circle around
Newman included the brothers Anton
von Hügel and Friedrich von Hügel. And
it gives additional point, given the Pollen
family’s close links to the von Hügels, that
this plaster from the Pollen collection
should now be at Downside, and part of
the same library as the von Hügel archive.

it seems very likely that Pollen himself
commissioned the cast of the marble
relief from his cousin’s collection. Even in
the 1870s the museum’s was the largest
and most comprehensive collection of
casts of post-classical European sculpture
and served as a model for others. (While
many other museums threw out their
plaster cast collections over time, the
Victoria and Albert Museum hung on to
theirs, and the cast collection is now once
again considered one of the glories of the
collection.)

By a nice coincidence, there was another
copy of this cast at Our Lady’s Priory,
Haywards Heath, the monastery of Dom
Philip’s sister, Sister Emmanuel Mary.

Francis Pollen in 1969 with the Monastic Bursar

Hilaire Belloc
The making of plaster casts was a big
business in the late 19th century. As it had
been back in the lifetimes of Donatello and
Rossellino. The plaster cast companies in
London – many of them run by Italian artists
– both made the casts and painted them.
The Pollen cast – which is richly painted
and gilded, may have been painted in such
a studio. Or it is possible that it was painted
by Pollen himself. Pollen was both an artist
and architect and a member of the group
of Pre-Raphaelites (including Rossetti and
William Morris) who painted a set of murals
on the ceiling of the Oxford Union library in
1857-58. Pollen would sometimes help artist
friends such as Edward Burne-Jones and
William Holman Hunt with techniques for
wall painting and other special finishes.

An example of how connected JH Pollen
was to the artists in plaster – and the
wider role these artists played – was
demonstrated at the early death in 1877
of the 19th Earl of Shrewsbury (married
to JH Pollen's first cousin Anna Theresa
Cockerell). Anne Pollen recorded in her
diary that word came to her father asking
him to cable to get Domenico Brucciani
(a leading maker of plaster casts, based
in Covent Garden, and with contracts at
both the South Kensington Museum and
the British Museum) to make a death
mask of Lord Shrewsbury “right away”.

Louis Jebb

JH Pollen was a Tractarian in the 1840s,
caught up in the passionate debate with
fellow Anglicans who wished to receive
the sacraments of the Church. He became
a Catholic himself in 1852, and became

And it feels fitting that the medium of
plaster cast, which 150 years ago was the
means to commemorate the features
(and the memory) of the recently dead,
should be a means of commemoration
of a beloved monk of Downside and a
reminder of his wider family connections.
Louis Jebb
Nephew of Dom Philip Jebb

Dom Leo with the Madonna and Child cast

True Source
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of the neumes varying in distance away
from the text to show a higher, or lower,
pitch. Around the same time, the squareshaped notation developed in Germany;
we refer to these as Hufnagel neumes.
Slightly later, we notice the stacked use of
square neumes, and descending diamondshaped neumes, as well as other special
neumes used to indicate ornamentation
in phrases.
In the 19th century, monks from Solesmes
Abbey spent time collecting and editing

earlier examples of chant and compiled
the Liber Usualis as the authoritative guide
at the start of the 20th century.

clef to indicate where Do (i.e. the note C)
is situated on the stave.
During the course of a fortnight, the
Monastic Community at Downside will
chant the full cycle of 150 psalms in the
Divine Office (Matins, Lauds, Mass, Midday
Office, Vespers, Compline).

How do we read them?
A single neume can represent a single
syllable. Equally, a group of neumes - often
stacked upon one another - will represent
a single syllable; they aren’t spread out and
tied with a slur as in modern notation.
They are written on a 4-line stave, rather
than a 5-line stave as in modern notation,
and a symbol is used in a similar way to a

You can hear the monks singing Gregorian
Chant every single day in the Abbey
Church: check the Monastery pages of our
website for times.
Next year, the monks will be giving a
masterclass in how to read and perform
Gregorian Chant at King’s Place in London.
See www.downside.co.uk for more details.
Further information:
www.lphrc.org/Chant
www.downside.co.uk/Radio3
www.kingsplace.co.uk/Time-Unwrapped

NEUMES
I

f you’ve spent time in the Abbey Church
or Monastery Library you will probably
have noticed that Gregorian Chant is
written in neumes. These little black marks
are very similar in format to modern
Western musical notation and are in fact
the predecessors of notation as we read
it today. However, it’s not such an easy
transition. Here’s our simple guide.
Gregorian Chant is monophonic (i.e. one
melody, not harmonised with another),
traditionally unaccompanied and sacred,
and was first transcribed around the
9th century; before then, chant was
transmitted as an oral tradition.
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The word 'neumes' came from Greek, to
mean ‘a breath’. They are found in both
Gregorian and Byzantine liturgical chant,
early polyphonic works and some secular
monophonic work.

Punctum

This is just a single note

Early neumes developed from Greek
textual accents, and early staff-less neumes,
called cheironomic or ‘in campo aperto’,
first appeared as freeform waves above
the text. These probably evolved from
hand gestures.
Around the 11th century, Beneventan
neumes, from Southern Italy, had started
to indicate melodic shape, with the height

Podatus

When one note is written above another
note like this, the bottom note is sung first,
and then the note above it.

Clivis

When the higher note comes first,
it is written like this.

or

Scandicus

Three or more notes going upward

Climacus

Three or more notes going downwards

Porrectus

A high note, a low note, and a
high note. The line starts at the first note
and goes down to the middle note.

Marks where Do is on the stave
Here it is on the third line from the
bottom, so if Do is on C then the
lines would go F-A-C-E.

Neumes
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Today, our mental and spiritual well-being is something that is constantly being discussed.
At Downside, many of the pupils take part voluntarily in the practice of Lectio Divina, each week,
and find that the time for quiet reflection and meditation really helps. We found out how…
What is Lectio?
Lectio Divina is a Benedictine practice dating back many years. Traditionally, Lectio Divina
has four separate steps: read, meditate, pray, contemplate. First a passage of Scripture is
read, before its meaning is reflected upon.

BBC Radio 3 presenter, Sara Mohr
Pietsch, spent time with the
Monastic Community in 2017.
You can listen to the programme at
www.downside.co.uk/Radio3, it's
available until April 2018.

NEUMES

I do Lectio because….
…it’s a time to meditate. My week is so packed and I don’t otherwise find time to sit
back and appreciate what God does for me.
…Lectio brings me closer to my friends and allows me to know them on a more spiritual
level; it’s a calming and relaxing time.
…it helps me to engage with my friends on both a social and spiritual level.
How does Lectio help me?
…it’s helped me with my life and I’ll definitely carry on doing it when I leave.
…it allows me to express my feelings; it’s a time that I don’t feel the need to look cool.
…it’s helped me to grow in faith, to understand the Gospel better, and to build stronger
bonds with my friends. I’ve been doing it for five years now.
What’s the impact?
…“having a community of pupils – the St John Community – who’ve dedicated
themselves to running these voluntary Lectio Divina prayer groups has had a big pastoral
and spiritual impact within the School. All year groups and houses can take part, and it
breaks down hierarchy. We have over 150 pupils taking part, voluntarily on a weekly basis;
this is testament to the fact the pupils feel it’s an enriching and positive experience.”
Dr James Whitehead.
“It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to
you are spirit and they are life” (Jn 6:63)

TESTIMONIES

FAITH

in

Join the Monastic Community at King's Place, London, in June 2018 for an immersive day celebrating Gregorian Chant.
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Tower
Room with a

VIEW

It has not been possible to access the top of the Abbey Tower, during the past three years, as this section of the Church was in
need of careful restoration work. Builders and engineers have spent much of the summer abseiling up and down to carry out
the repairs and we’re delighted to be able to share the view from the highest point of our 500-acre estate. >>
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Downside Abbey Archives and Library
is home to over half a million books
and an extensive range of archival
materials. In 2013, an ambitious project
to open the collection began. One of
the project’s major discoveries so far
is this, the Begbrook House Kitchen
Cookbook, written c.1793. Begbrook
House was in Frenchay, Bristol, and
owned during the middle of the 19th
century by the Parsons family, one of
whom, Daniel, donated his collection
to Downside in 1887.
Recipes in the book range from
plum pudding, chicken curry and
‘Cocoa-nut tart’, to almond faggots,
the Sally Lunn bun and even
furniture oil. Begbrook’s close
proximity to the port city of Bristol
gave it access to ingredients and
recipes from across the world,
a likely explanation for the wide
range of recipes in the book.
The original was clearly used
extensively in the Begbrook
House kitchens, and we hope
you are able to enjoy the
recipes as much today as they
were in the 18th century.

Many thanks to our intrepid Senior Science Technician, Merille
Ryder, for braving the heights to take these wonderful shots!

Available at
www.downside.co.uk

£15.00
#GeorgianCookbook
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Fine Dining Society
Fr Christopher joined the Fine Dining Society
for an impromptu ‘bake off’ in the Powell
Kitchen earlier in the summer. We spoke to Tom
MacGinnis (pictured, in red apron) about what
he’s learnt in the kitchen this year.
There are thirteen members of the Fine
Dining Society, including Miss Ball. We take
turns to cook a meal, in pairs, every few
weeks. The meal always takes place on a
Sunday evening, and the majority of the
preparation is done in the Powell House
kitchen during the afternoon. This year, I
cooked with Imogen Buckley; we prepared a
starter of ceviche which was then followed by
Greek roast lamb with roasted vegetables. For
pudding, we made a chocolate and cardamom
mousse with cardamom biscuits.
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For me, the most memorable meal of the
year was prepared by Nafisah and Isabelle they’d included a few dinner party games and
challenges to complete in order to win some
chocolate at the end! The meal itself was
delicious and they had decorated the table
with playing cards, with a black and red theme.
I’ve learnt some practical skills in the kitchen,
such as how to butterfly a leg of lamb, and
plan the correct timings for everything.
However, learning how to enjoy the food, how
to blend different flavours, and how best to
present the food on the plate, are things that
have really made a difference.
Cooking with Father Christopher was very
enjoyable; I was baking jumballs with Nafisah

but other pupils were making pancakes, and
other things using the Georgian Cookbook.
Using a historical recipe book was tricky as
the recipes were vague by comparison and
only really listed ingredients; we had to use a
lot of guesswork to figure out baking times,
and judge if ingredients needed to be added
at different times.
The Fine Dining Society has developed my
confidence in cooking and I now hope to start
preparing some more adventurous meals at
home. Next year, when I’m on my gap year,
I hope to continue cooking, and hope to
learn more about the Chilean cuisine. When
I return I'll be able to host a dinner party for
some friends using my newfound techniques
and flavour combinations!

of the people who discovered it, or
their motives, or find some other
reason to discredit them. The more
information that emerges to challenge
our perspective, the more creatively
we search for new justifications, and
the more entrenched we become in
our prior view. This tendency is called
“cognitive dissonance”.

CONSIDER
the

EVIDENCE

W

e like to think that we
apportion our beliefs to
the evidence. After all, isn’t
this the hallmark of rationality? When
information comes along which reveals
we should change our minds, we do. Or
do we?
Consider an experiment conducted at
Stanford University, where two groups of
students were recruited. One group was
adamantly in favour of capital punishment
and thought that it deterred crime. They
had strong feelings on the issue, and
had publicly backed the policy. The other
group were adamantly against, horrified
by what they described as “statesanctioned murder”.
These groups were then shown two
dossiers. Each of these dossiers was
highly impressive. They marshalled well-
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researched evidence. The first dossier
collated all the evidence in favour of
capital punishment. The second collated
all the evidence against.
Now you might suppose that,
confronted by this contradictory
evidence, the two groups would have
concluded that capital punishment is
a complex subject with arguments on
both sides. You might have expected
them, whilst not changing their mind
on the issue, to have a little more
sympathy for the views of those on
the other side of the argument. In fact,
the opposite happened – they became
more polarised.
When asked about their attitudes
afterwards, those in favour of capital
punishment said they were impressed
with the dossier citing evidence in line

with their views. The data was rigorous,
they said. It was extensive. It was robust.
As for the other dossier – well, it
was full of holes, shoddy, weak points
everywhere.
The opposite conclusions were drawn
by those against capital punishment. It
was not just that they disagreed with the
conclusions. They also found the statistics
unimpressive. From reading precisely the
same material, they became even more
entrenched in their positions.
What this (and dozens of other
experiments) reveal is the way we filter
new information when it challenges
our strongly-held beliefs or judgements.
We use a series of manoeuvres to
reframe anything inconvenient to our
original position. We question the truth
of the evidence, or the credentials

A famous and worrying example of
cognitive dissonance took place in
the lead-up to the Iraq war. On 24
September 2002, before the
conflict, Tony Blair made a
speech where he emphatically
stated: “Saddam Hussein’s
Weapons of Mass Destruction
programme is active, detailed
and growing… he has existing
plans for the use of weapons,
which could be activated in 45
minutes…”

for their actions, we do well to take a
look in the mirror and all too often the
reflection we see shows us the beam in
our own eye.
Give it some thought. In our everyday lives,
how prone are we to build the case for
our lack of progress or achievement on
evidence which directs the blame to the
door of others? If our lifestyle is less than
healthy in some aspects, say in our diet,
do we find the evidence to justify it? In
our relationships, do we ever overlook the

The first word of the rule of St.
Benedict is ‘Listen’ and listening is one
of the most important aspects of our
Benedictine culture. It means taking
account of what we hear, taking on
board the views of others, being able
to see the world from their point of
view. This kind of listening recognises
diversity as a good thing. Let’s be clear,
I am not calling for the abolition of the
Abingdon Society. Debate is healthy and
it is important to test our beliefs and
assumptions. Nor am I urging that you
compromise your principles.
They are essential. Our beliefs
and principles are the points
on the compass we use to
navigate our lives but we must
respect the opinions of others
and remain open to modifying
our views. I am against capital
punishment but that does not
mean that the arguments of
those who support it have
no validity at all, or worse still
that because someone supports capital
punishment that they have nothing valid
to say about anything.

The first word of the rule of St. Benedict
is ‘Listen’ and listening is one of the
most important aspects of our Benedictine
culture. It means taking account of what
we hear, taking on board the views of
others, being able to see the world from
their point of view.

Over the subsequent twelve
months the evidence, or lack of it, cast
increasing doubt on this claim, but rather
than halting the voices in favour of going
to war, it, in fact, strengthened the belief
of those who believed that Iraq had
a WMD programme. Even after the
conflict was over, when it was proven
beyond doubt that there was no WMD
programme, rather than undermining
Tony Blair’s conviction that he had been
right to go to war he now reached for a
new justification for the decision. “I can
apologise for the information that turned
out to be wrong, but I can’t, sincerely at
least, apologise for removing Saddam,” he
said in a speech. “The world is a better
place with Saddam in prison.”
It is not my intention to vilify Tony Blair
or anyone else who was involved in the
decision to go to war in Iraq, but rather
to demonstrate how the phenomenon
of cognitive dissonance works. As always,
when we feel tempted to judge others

faults in the behaviour of people we like or
on the flip side how quick are we to find
fault with someone we do not like? We
often see things in terms of binary choices,
all good or all bad. The recent election was
a case in point. Did we like Theresa May
or Jeremy Corbyn? For which did we build
our case? The complexity of the arguments
was lost to most people.

Ian Hislop made what I thought was an
apposite point on Have I Got News For
You this week. He said “I don’t mind a
hung parliament where politicians have
to deal with each other and come up
with a compromise in the middle. I’m
against thumping majorities because
they tend to go round thumping
people.” It would be nice to think
that, far from bringing instability and
uncertainty, the recent election result
might actually bring a bit more in the
way of listening and consensus to our
politics at this crucial time.
Andrew Hobbs
Deputy Head Master
Hymn Practice Address, 16th June 2017
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AUTHENTICATING

RELICS
Downside is home to a significant collection of both
relics and relic authentication papers. Without its
authentication paper, doubt can be cast on a relic’s
validity. During the medieval period it was quite
common to find relics with spurious claims as to
their provenance. To prevent such practice now,
authentication papers are used to confirm that the
relic is indeed what it claims to be.
Take, for example, the relic shown here of St Oliver
Plunkett. A section of vertebrae is housed in a
reliquary and in the archives we have the correlating
papers. Indeed, we have confirmation that all the
relics of St Oliver Plunkett housed at Downside are
genuine. An example of such a paper is shown here,
signed by Bishop Ambrose Burton of Clifton in 1914,
stating that the relics are authentic. This document is
a public acclamation as to the authenticity of the relic,
signed by a high-ranking ecclesiastical figure.
When the authentication paper is signed, the
reliquary is sealed. Once the seal is broken, a new
authentication paper must be created, which is why
many relics have multiple authentication papers.
Relics are divided into three categories: first, second
and third class. A first-class relic is from the body of
the Saint; a second-class relic is an item relating to the
Saint such as a piece of clothing or a letter; a thirdclass relic is an object that has touched a first- or
second-class relic. Thus the relics of St Oliver Plunkett
at Downside are first-class.
Being a repository for such a large number of relics
and their corresponding papers makes Downside one
of the major authenticated collections in the country.
Steve Parsons and Frances Bircher
Downside Abbey

66 Authenticating Relics

Authenticating Relics

67

2017/18
Events
Guide

2017

2018

Friday 1st & Saturday 2nd September (all day)

Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th March, 7.30pm

Dom Sebastian Moore
Colloquium

Guys and Dolls

Weld Café | £40

Fleischner Theatre | £5 adults/U-18 free
Thursday 22nd March, 7pm

Friday 6th October, 7.30pm

The Actors of Dionysus
present Antigone
Fleischner Theatre

Lent Choral Concert
JS Bach: Mass in B minor
Abbey Church | £5 adults/U-18 free
Tuesday 1st May, 8am

Thursday 23rd November, 7.00pm

St Cecilia Concert

Programme to include Dvořák: Symphony No. 8,
Tippett: Spirituals
Abbey Church | £5 adults/U-18 free
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th December, 7.30pm

Romeo and Juliet

Fleischner Theatre | £5 adults/U-18 free

May Morning Madrigals
Roberts Tower | £free

Friday 25th May, 6.45pm

Music for a Summer’s Evening
Theatre Quad | £free

Saturday 16th June, all day

Time Unwrapped:
Gregorian Chant

The monks perform at King’s Place, London

LIVE
DRAMA
MUSIC

ARTS
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Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th June, 7pm

Fame

Fleischner Theatre | £5 adults/U-18 free
Sunday 24th June, 12noon

Classic Car Show

Sports Pitches | £5 adults/U-18 free
Wednesday 20th June

Booking is essential for all events

www.downside.co.uk

Chamber Choir performs
in the Oxford Oratory

@downsideschool
/downsideschool
/downsideabbey
#DownsideEvents

Downside events 2017/18

69

DISCOVER
SOMERSET,
DISCOVER
DOWNSIDE

OPEN

DAYS

Saturday 14th October 2017 (16+)
Saturday 4th November 2017
Saturday 10th March 2018
Saturday 19th May 2018

To book call 01761 235100

Top-performing co-educational school in Somerset and Dorset

(DfE, January 2017)

downside SCHOOL
www.downside.co.uk

Registered Charity No: 1158507

