Mass & Office Times
Everyone is welcome

Masses in St Benedict's church
Saturday Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday Masses 9am, 11am & 6pm

Weekday Masses in Holy Ghost church, Midsomer Norton
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday at 9.45am

Confessions
Saturdays at Holy Ghost from 10.15-11am
Sundays in St Benedict's from 10.15-10:45am
Sundays in the Abbey church from 9.35-9.55am
Regular events
Lectio divina group on Mondays at 10am in the abbey visitor centre
Prayer group on Mondays at 7.30pm in Holy Ghost church
Rosary on Thursdays at 7pm in St Benedict's
The Abbey Church
Weekdays
Vigils
6am
Lauds
7.10am
Mass
8.35am
Midday Office
12.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Sundays
Lauds
7.30am
Mass
10am
Midday Office
12.30pm
Vespers/Benediction 5pm

Do you find the Newsletter hard to
read?
A large-print edition is available on request
by filling in a form in the church porch.

Parish Priest: Dom Michael
Clothier. Tel: 01761 235111
Assistant Parish Priest: Dom
Boniface Hill. Tel: 01761 235115

www.downside.co.uk
monks@downside.co.uk
01761 235100
Registered Charity Number 1158507

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B) - 14th January
2018

18th – 25th January is the annual Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, when we pray in a
particular way that Christians may one day be
united as Christ desired in John 17. The
Church has been ruptured at many times
throughout the course of history, but most
famously in 1054, when the eastern
Christians separated from Rome, following
disputes about the Holy Trinity (whether the
Son proceeds from the Father and the Holy
Spirit, the so-called Filioque clause in the
Creed), the type of bread to be used for the
Eucharist, the role of the Pope etc. The
second famous split occurred in the sixteenth
century when the Protestant Reformers split from Rome, following a number of different
issues, dependent on the place. Naturally official dialogue takes place at the level of the
Pope and his representatives, but we can do our bit by praying for the unity of all
Christians, and by attending one of the united services in the area. This year’s theme comes
from Exodus 15, a song of triumph over oppression, and focuses on the Caribbean and the
way in which people have been exploited and dehumanized over the course of history.
Abuses of human rights are found across the region and we are challenged to consider our
manner of welcoming of the stranger into our midst. Human trafficking and modern-day
slavery continue to be huge issues. Addiction continues to be a serious challenge in all
societies. The debt crisis has a negative impact upon the nations and upon individuals.
Family life continues to be challenged by the economic restrictions which lead to
migration, domestic abuse and violence. The Caribbean Churches work together to heal
the wounds in the body of Christ. Reconciliation demands repentance, reparation and the
healing of memories. The whole Church is called to be both a sign and an active agent of
this reconciliation.
Dom Anselm Brumwell
Sub-Prior

Christian Unity Week runs from 18th to 25th January. There will be a number of

united services in the area. On Friday, 19th January at 5.15pm the monastic
community and choir from Downside School will sing Vespers in Wells Cathedral, and on
Sunday, 21st January at 3pm the Boy Choristers and Vicars Choral from Wells
Cathedral will sing Evensong in the Abbey Church. There will be no Vespers in the abbey
church on those days.
There will be a united service in Somervale School (Redfield Road, Midsomer
Norton), organised by the Baptist Church, at 4pm on Sunday, 21st January.
On Sunday 21st at 6pm there will be a United Service, for the week of prayer for Christian
Unity at St Nicholas Church Radstock. All are welcome.

CAFOD: Hear about CAFOD’s work in Zimbabwe

Wednesday January 31st – Holy Family Church Southsea Road, Patchway,
Bristol BS34 5DP 7.00pm-8.30pm Chris Bain, Director of CAFOD, will be speaking.
Saturday February 3rd 2pm – 4pm: Gloucester - English Martyrs Church, Tuffley Lane,
Tuffley, Gloucester, GL4 0NX
Saturday February 10th 2pm – 4pm: Trowbridge – St John the Baptist church, 2
Wingfield Road, Trowbridge BA14 9EA

If you are admitted to a hospital or a care/nursing home and would like
to be visited by a priest of Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, please contact Fr
Michael or ask the staff to do so. Clergy are no longer told of Catholics in hospital when
they visit, so you need to let us know you are there!

If you would like to join any parish group, please contact Dom Michael or

Dom Boniface, who will put you in touch with the right person. Many contact details are
also on the parish board.

Offertory Collection Parish Collection last week raised: £650.30 The Christmas

collection raised £448.24

Medjugorje Irish Centre Pilgrimages: 7 nights B&B and guaranteed Airport

Shuttle service from €279 per person when you book any flight - any time Call us for
further info and to book. Tel. 01 4434510 or email reservations@med-irishcentre.com.

Instant Mash/Tinned potatoes
Long grain rice, Kitchen rolls,
Toilet rolls, Tooth brushes, Multipurpose cleaner/Washing up liquid,
Fruit juice /squash,
Tinned vegetables/Sponge puddings

We pray for the sick of our parish, especially Peggie Woods, Eve Nuttall, Dolores Niles,
Joseph Zacharias, Sheila Noad, Peggy Grant and Emmi di Maggio. If you know someone who would like
to be added to this list, please let the priest at Mass know their name.

Please pray for Maria Whelan, who died in Paulton this week, leaving a young
family and for David Wills, long-time sacristan in Paulton, who also died this week.
Next year’s Confirmation Mass will be on 11th May 2018 at 6.30pm. If

The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council will be on Wednesday, 24th
January in the parish hall. All are welcome.

January Needs

Martyrology: St Wulstan’s feast is on 19th
January. He was born in 1008 in Warwickshire, but his
family lost their lands to King Cnut and he studied in
the Benedictine monasteries at Evesham and
Peterborough, before becoming a Benedictine monk at
the abbey in Worcester, where he later became prior.
He was renowned as a great preacher and advisor to
the king and became Bishop of Worcester in 1062, a
large diocese that included most of our area. Under his
influence, Worcester became an important centre for
Old English literature and culture. He was known for
his abstinence and his generosity to the poor. With
Archbishop Lanfranc of Canterbury, he was
instrumental in abolishing the slave trade from Bristol
to Ireland as a result of his vigorous preaching at the
Bristol docks. He re-founded the monastery at
Westbury-on-Trym. After the Norman Conquest Wulstan was the only English Bishop to
retain his see, since William the Conqueror noted that Wulstan’s principal concern was the
pastoral care of those in his diocese. He died in 1095 after a long illness. He is shown in
the window of St Oliver’s chapel in the Abbey Church.

Items for the Newsletter
If you would like to contribute
items for consideration for
inclusion in the Parish Newsletter,
please send to:
sparsons@downside.co.uk or call
(01761 235323)

you are in Year 9 or above and would like to be confirmed, please contact Dom Michael.
Any adult who would like to be baptised or confirmed or to be received into full
communion with the Catholic Church should also contact Dom Michael in order to
arrange a preparation course.

There is a possibility of running the Sycamore Course in the parish. This course’s
main aim is to introduce people to the Catholic Faith, but it is also known to be helpful for
Catholics who wish to understand their faith better. It consists of ten films that explore
some of the core questions often put to Christian believers: How can I find true
happiness? What is the meaning of life? Does God exist? Who is Jesus Christ? It deals with
topics such as the Holy Spirit, the Church, the Bible, the Christian Tradition, faith, prayer,
love, vocation, and the purpose of life. If you are interested, please contact Dom Michael or
Dom Anselm (domanselm@downside.co.uk) so that we can establish whether such a
course is viable and which day and time would work best.

