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The History Department at Downside
History can claim to be a leading department in the School, and our public exam results are particularly strong.  Last year (2009), at A level 56% of the grades were A, with 83% of students obtaining grades A to B; and 59% of the GCSE grades were A* or A grade.  Presently, we follow the CIE IGCSE Modern World course, and OCR for A level with a view to possibly introducing the Cambridge Pre-U course in the future at 16+.  History is the most popular option at GCSE in the School with over 75% of the current 4th and 5th Forms (Years 10 & 11) choosing to do it. Due to our long standing success in public examinations we are also a very popular choice for A level at Downside, with over fifty pupils in the Sixth Form opting to study the subject.  Pupils in the Lower and Upper Second Forms (Years 7 and 8) are prepared for Common Entrance.
The History Department at Downside consists of four specialist teachers of History.  The members of the Department have a friendly working relationship with one another, and one period a week is timetabled for departmental meetings. Teachers have their own classroom, equipped with data projectors, and the Department is well resourced with texts, and audio-visual materials. There are currently four classes in each year of IGCSE of mixed ability. There are also two sets of mixed ability students in each year of A level. The History Department has its own well-stocked critical library, for the use of staff and Sixth Form pupils.
Outside the formal curriculum, the Department runs a 4 day Battlefield Trip to the Western Front every February half term for the 5th Form, numerous study trips to London to hear academics talk at 6th Form Conferences, a History Society which invites in visiting speakers, and other day trips for lower years.
The successful candidate will be expected to
· teach History, up to and including A level and university entrance;
· have a love of the subject, and be able to convey his or her enthusiasm;
· be able to teach the whole range of ability, 11 - 18;
· contribute fully to the extra-curricular life of the Department and School.
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