ST GREGORY’S SOCIETY

132nd  Annual General Meeting

at

Downside, Easter Sunday, 12th April 2009 at 11.35 a.m.

The President, Simon Westlake S81, welcomed the 40 members present and asked Dom James, the Honorary Secretary to open the meeting with a prayer. 

1. Minutes of the last Meeting and Matters arising

The minutes for the meeting of 23rd March 2008 that had been posted on the board in the Main Hall were accepted, being proposed by John Scanlan S54 and seconded by Mark Steed C71. 

The President said that the Rules of the Society would be discussed as a separate item on the agenda. There were no further matters arising.

2. Consideration of the Accounts

The Honorary Treasurer, Paul Eke C92 gave a brief report on the accounts which had posted on the board for all to examine. 

1. The accounts were in good health, with a surplus of £6,000, although there had been a drop in the value of the investments. 

2. The income of the Society had increased as a result of the increased life subscription from £150 to £160 and the larger number of new members.  

3. The November London Dinner had made a small profit.

4. The expenses of the Raven magazine had gone down. It was pointed out that this was because of the more efficient distribution. 

5. The parchment to commemorate the Community’s 4th Centenary had only cost £575; £1,500 had been budgeted. 

Michael Hogan C49  asked about the Society’s website. The President replied  that this would be an extra expense. The new website was being developed by Tim Mercer who was much involved with the School’s website.

The President thanked the Treasurer for his hard work.

Approval of the 2008 Accounts was proposed by Robert Prendergast S59 and seconded by Paddy Manning B58.

3. The making of grants of money

i. 
£10,000
-    
Annual Bursary 

ii.
£100        
-    
Chaplain of the Society

iii. 
£150      
-     
Prizes

iv. 
£750      
-     
Downside Wanderers   

v. 
£900      
 - 
O.G. Golfing Society

vi.  £750                 -          The O.G. Rugby Club 

2.

These grants were proposed by Jake Francis-Jones B55  and seconded by Roddy Mellotte S60. 

4. Alterations to the Rules of the Society. 

The President thanked Neil Cadwallader Ra76 for his hard work over the last few months in revising the rules. There were few changes. In future, it was proposed inviting members of the teaching staff to become members of the Society after fifteen years service rather than twenty. At present there were four eligible members of the teaching staff.

The rules that had been posted on the notice board these last few days and had been discussed and redrafted by the Council were proposed for adoption by Aedan MacGreevy R82 and seconded by Adrian Koe C65. 

6. Election of Councillors and Trustees 

One new councillor was proposed, Nicholas Melhuish B87. The President explained that Nicholas  was a Fund Manager with UBS. 

His name was proposed by Jake Francis-Jones B55 and seconded by John Scanlan S54. 

7. Appointment of an Examiner for the Accounts. 

It was proposed that Christopher Rowbotham continue as the Examiner of the Society’s Accounts; the proposer was Michael Hogan C49 and seconded by James Hansom S55. It was pointed out that the charge had risen from £500 to £600. 

8. Any other business.

The President thanked Damian Hutt B85 for his work over a number of years on the website. The Society now wished to move on and have a closer link the school’s and monastery’s website. The website was the way for the society to communicate with the Gregorian Community. 

The President also thanked Jane Vines, the Director of Development at Downside for her hard work. O.G. reunions had taken place all over the world.

Patrick Magee wished to thank the Society for their support with the pashmina his daughter, Rosie Magee C07, had designed. 

Adrian Koe C65 proposed Bob Magee, a former Club Leader of the Downside Settlement as an Honorary Member of the Society. The President said this would need to be discussed at the next Council Meeting.

The President concluded by thanking Jake Francis-Jones B55 for his support over the last year; he continued to work hard on behalf of the Society. He also thanked the Honorary Secretary, Dom James B72. 

As there was no other business, the meeting closed at 11.55.

