EVEN UNTO DEATH

St George: 23rd April 2010 

Revelation 12, 10 – 12

Perhaps today’s first reading inspired the icon of our patron saint, the gallant knight slaying the dragon that threatens the damsel in distress.  That picture is so similar to the description in Revelation 12, the sign in heaven of the woman standing on the moon, and the serpent who is waiting to destroy her child.  The war in heaven led by Michael casts the serpent to earth.  It would be characteristic of early hagiography for the historical George to be portrayed in similar fashion.  We can be encouraged that he is a warrior with us in this continuing conflict against Satan.

But in the reading heaven is already singing the victory song.  For they loved not their lives even unto death, therefore let your hearts be glad, O heavens and those who live in them.

They loved not their lives even unto death.  Unto death is important, our readiness, our need to go to the brink, and over.  Heidegger believed that human being is being unto death.  Our common mortality, with the horizon and perspective that gives to our shared existence, grounds the sense of concern we need to have for each other; it calls forth the richest and deepest resources of our humanity.  Conversely, as the Church teaches us, the denial of death seems to be wrapped up in what makes our culture so insidiously a culture of death. 

St George stands in contrast to this as an example of the courage (and courtesy) we need that is ready to fight for life in its Easter fullness.  They loved not their lives: the word for love is the Christian word, agape, love that is shown in giving one’s life away as Jesus did in his obedience unto death (Phil. 2). It is shown by those who have the mind of Christ, as St Paul says, not in competition and spitefulness, nor in vanity or jealousy, but in self-effacement and looking to another in preference to oneself.

This is the mind that promotes the life of a community, not only in a monastery but also in the civil community of our country.  It is the mind for which, especially at a time of General Election, we need to pray.

May St George pray for us and for our country.
