TODAY’S PROPHETS by DOM ANSELM BRUMWELL

Prophets generally make us feel uncomfortable.  They are the awkward characters who get in the way; but they are often very necessary.  Prophets generally do not tell the future – they would be easier to ignore if that were the case.  Prophets are people who see the world as it is, not necessarily as we would like it to be.  They are people who prevent us with being satisfied with the ordinary, the status quo, and who encourage us to strive for what is better.  It is very tempting for us to be absorbed with ourselves, our friends, our family, our house, and to ignore anything happening outside, anything which might make us feel ill at ease.  Prophets remind us that there is more to life than just having our 2.4 children, two cars, family holiday and paying off the mortgage.  

All Christians, at their baptism, were consecrated to be prophets.  A worrying thought.  In all aspects of our life we should proclaim the Gospel, in good times and bad, as did Ezekiel, who was told not to go to the obedient followers of God, but to the rebels.  All of us have the difficult task of trying to bring the world back to the Truth which is Christ, before the world condemns itself.  

This is not something we can do of our own accord, or with our own resources.  Nor can we expect always to be successful.  Christ had the great advantage of being the Son of God, yet when he went around in his own territory, the people were sceptical to say the least, his family thought him mad, and because of their lack of faith even Christ was able to heal very few people in that district.  

So it is not easy.  We all know that being a Christian in the modern world has great challenges.  Christianity is, to say the least, counter-cultural, and even traditionally Christian societies seem to eschew Christian values.  Yet with the grace of God we can withstand persecutions, ridicule and insults, and if we still persist, perhaps people will be made to think more about what we are saying.

The newspapers have given quite a lot of publicity to the Pope’s visit to Spain, traditionally a staunchly Catholic culture, yet one where the socialist government seeks to make Spanish society ever more secular.  It is here that we may see an example of a modern prophet.  The Pope, like all Christians, has the responsibility of preaching the Gospel in season and out of season.  At the moment in the West, it seems to be out of season.  This means that our prophesying should be ever more courageous, in order that we may be heard.  Yet all that we do or say must be done with love.  It is not enough to be convinced of the truth of our message: we must also communicate it in the right way, changing our methodology according to the person or group we are speaking to.  

Modern ideas of political correctness make some people wonder whether there remains any role for the prophet, for the evangelist.  They imagine that respect for others means that we keep our views to ourselves, or that we change our views so that they match those of others.  This is complete nonsense.  The Church and her members must promote the Gospel of Christ, the Truth, at all times and to all peoples.  True dialogue, whether with other Christians or with members of other religions, does not mean hiding what we believe.  It means being sincere about our faith, and being prepared to explain the reason for our hope in Christ, who is our Saviour.  

This is how we may be modern prophets, telling the truth to our contemporaries and in this way trying to make the world a better place.  St Francis gave an admirable way forward: Go forth and preach the Gospel.  And if you have to, use words.     
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