SACRED HEART
Hosea 11, 1; 3 – 4; 8 – 9
Ephesians 3, 8 – 12; 14 – 19

John 19, 31 – 37 

It is all about love.  But to understand that means a real conversion, of our hearts, but also, I have come to appreciate, of our imaginations.  That is what enables us to live differently, what enables a change of heart.

The Feast of the Sacred Heart takes us back to Good Friday, but without Good Friday’s context of sin, betrayal.  Good Friday is also a celebration of Jesus’ fight with all that, and the promise of his glory in triumph.  Today has a different focus.  It invites us into the meaning of the Cross and the Passion from God’s point of view; to see it, not as something we have done to him, but rather as disclosing the meaning of what he has been doing all along.  

So Hosea invites us to read our own lives as God’s way of leading us with reins of loving kindness.  It is not about destruction and punishment – that’s what we do to each other (and ourselves).  And when we take it out on him, he loves us through death itself with a love that is more powerful still, and that is able to give us life free from all that militates against it.  So with Paul we can learn that Jesus takes us to the heart of the mystery of everything, and that the true life in which we grow and find human fulfilment is life in him.
The beauty of today’s feast is the way it helps us re-imagine our lives and allows our hearts to be renewed.  St Paul teaches us the prayer we need, that we may plant our roots in the stable soil of Jesus’ love and grow strong in the sap of the Holy Spirit, so that we can spread ourselves as high and as wide and as deep as Jesus himself.  

But the soil is the soil of Calvary, and the height and breadth are those of the tree of the Cross.  Today we are invited to rediscover it as the place of Transfiguration, where we echo Peter’s words, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here.’  As we see his heart being pierced, we see his life-blood poured out for us.  God’s surgery and work of healing.  And perhaps we can find courage here too, for the times when we find that our hearts are being tested and even, it seems, broken.  But God’s meaning is only love; it is his way of renewing us so that we can love with a pure heart and help give our lives for others, with, in and through Jesus Christ. 
