The Mission of the Church

Notes on the talk given by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams.

The mission of the Church is basically to do what God is doing: otherwise, the Church becomes no more than a pressure group with its own agenda.  

What is God doing?  

· He makes a world – not only starts a world off, but continues to do so.  

· He makes us so that we are part of this world, and above all so that his life can come to life in his creation.

This involves three things:

· We are made for worship: we find our happiness in the vision of God, and humanity becomes fully itself when we find our joy in him.

· Humanity is a system of mutual support, and we have in us an ‘other-shaped gap’, so that we can find our fulfilment only in sharing our gifts with each other.  This implies a vision of society based not on rivalry, on winners and losers, but on peace and a different kind of life in community.

· We constantly seek to make sense of our world.  Our active participation in making something of the world means working with the grain rather than against it (like gardening); we do not make sense by abstract propositions or bullying patterns of behaviour.

We can think of the Church in ideal terms, but we must also deal with the reality of it.  The Church does not realise the ideal; we need to be transformed.  That means letting God act.  We do not own the Church but, as the Church, we are the project, movement, and instrument of God.  We need to expect God to do something and act in that belief.

Monasticism and the Church’s Mission

Monasticism contributes to the mission of the Church.  It is a gift to the Church, and in some ways reflects the essence of the mission of the Church.  

· In its corporate prayer, and in cultivating the habit of praise; 

· In the work of human transformation – through healing, reconciliation, relationship.  This needs a great deal of patient work, and there is an ancient monastic diagnostic literature on dealing with feelings and how to transform them.

· In the quest for meaning, monastic life has learnt how to sanctify the routines of life by the daily pacing of life by the Opus Dei.  This acts as a kind of reality check through the day, so that life is not a shapeless mess, but strung into shape and meaning.

These notes were taken by a member of the audience, and edited for publication on the website.  Any errors or misunderstandings are entirely the responsibility of the editor.

