THE LOGIC OF JESUS – by Dom David Foster
Mark 8, 34 – 9, 1 
Jesus is reminding us today of the cost of discipleship.  To encourage us he also speaks at the end of the Gospel of its motivation, that we may be among those who will see the Kingdom of God come with power.  But this does not come without a cost.  He says: If anyone would be a follower of mine, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.  This is what we can think of as the Logic of Jesus, the way we learn the lesson Peter had to learn, to think not as men think but as God thinks.

Deny himself… Follow me.  The choice is between the rationality of my ego and the logic of Jesus.  We are probably all rather too familiar with our selfishness and, deeper than that, the more or less tacit ways in which our preoccupation with self teaches us to think and to live, in spite of what we know are our deep desires and commitments.  But this can become dangerously absorbing.  I think the Gospel today is basically asking us just to think about Jesus, and keep thinking about him, getting into his mind and heart, and just to let him displace all our ways of getting stuck in ourselves.  When I was studying theology I was deeply impressed by the line, God is always greater; greater than any idea we have of him, far greater than anything else we might be thinking.  And Jesus is the only way we have into that huge openness of mind to God.  So Jesus is telling us to think big and move on.  Follow me.  It is a paradoxical way of thinking we have to learn, loving life and losing it; losing it to find it, given us back again, as life where we recognise ourselves but on the cusp of a life have never yet known how to live.
And this paradox is the heart of the logic of Jesus.  Following him means to take up the cross.  We can probably all find the masochist in ourselves, the ways we beat ourselves up and even crucify ourselves with self-pity.  By the cross Jesus means taking on his real generosity of spirit, the patience and love that enabled him to give his life away for others, so that we might have life.  The cross is the way Jesus has called us to follow him, in our school and parishes, in our work with and for others, and especially in the gift he has given us of each other in our own community as brethren of the Lord.  Finding him in each other, and living out the life he shares with and through us in faith, hope and love, supporting each other and helping each other to bear the burden of the cross: that is the logic of Jesus.
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