Jesus the Radiator – by Dom David Foster

Apocalypse 1, 5 – 8

John 18, 33 – 37

Today’s Feast of Christ the King, with all its musical pomp, ends the Christian Year.  It reminds us that our lives only make sense in relation to Jesus.  He is the one who really ‘rules’.  He’s the one that ‘counts’.  His is the word that ‘goes’.

We say this.  But I think we know we don’t really live like that.  There are all sorts of ‘powers that be’ who in practice determine our lives a lot more than Jesus. The world is a very demanding place, with all the expectations people seem to have, not to mention all the other things that make for anxiety and stress. 

So how can we make sense of the alternative, where Jesus is King, what he himself called the Kingdom of God?  Someone I know distinguishes people by whether they are radiators or drains.  Do they make you feel more alive, energised, at ease; or do they leave you feeling chewed up and empty, life drained out?  As far as I can see, a drain is the kind of person who is fundamentally selfish, so absorbed in themselves, they suck the life out of me.  They are not interested in me for who I am, but for what I am for them.  And the radiator is the opposite, a person who brings the best out of me, helps me to be more alive than I otherwise would know how to be, a person I can be myself with, where I don’t have to be what they want me to be for them.  They are people who give rather than take, and give of themselves, who make friendship easy, and even in spite of myself.  They are forgiving people, people with time and patience, who relate to the best in me, and want the best for me.

Drains take you into a world of sewers and shit; theirs is a world of negativity, suspicion, jealousy and mistrust; they make you alert to your inadequacies, and do nothing to help you, except to show off they are bigger or better.   It’s a world of rivalry, and anger, usually felt as sadness.  Radiators, on the other hand, are very empowering.  They promote trust and respect, hope, and generosity, a sense of joy, fun and also of responsibility.   It is a world in which the fruits of the Holy Spirit thrive, the Spirit that Jesus pours out in our hearts.

And that is the point.  Jesus says, the Kingdom of God is very close to us.  He says that where two or three gather in his name, he himself is there in our midst.  It is not easy to be a radiator in a world of sewage and drains.  And we know we are all of us a mix of both positive and negative forces.  We can go either way.  If we are going to be life-givers, there is a big part of us needs to change.  The essential thing is that Jesus is the one who can cope with our negativity and help us change.  He is a powerful enough radiator to bring the most frost-bitten in from the cold.  He is generous enough with his friendship to bring out the best in us all.   

When we think of the Feast of Christ the King, we need to understand that Jesus’ power is basically the power of love and friendship.  He works in our hearts and minds to make us friends with him.  The first reading said ‘he loves us, and has washed away our sins with his blood and made us a line of kings, priests to serve our God.’  We have to be careful about this kind of language.  In his life, Jesus was unhappy about that kind of language.  And in today’s Gospel, standing before Pilate, and facing the death sentence, he still preferred to be silent, only commenting that ‘My Kingdom is not of this world.’  Jesus’ power is real, but, as Spock would say in Star Trek, not as we know it.

The Kingdom of God is all about friendship.  If we are going to let friendship with Jesus be the centre of our lives, it is not a cosy option; it is not just a question of hanging out with a nice group who can make us feel safe.  It is Jesus’ mission to make friends of people who have been left in the gutters of his world or made to feel that that is where they belong,  Making friends with people means picking people up, cleaning them up, carrying a lot of burdens; and for Jesus it meant carrying the cross. With him, kingship means a life of service, of complete self-giving.  For all of us, friendship with Jesus means be ready to give our lives away to and for others as Jesus does. 

That is really what today’s feast is all about.  It is a kind of life that the world badly needs.   In the Lord’s Prayer we pray ‘thy Kingdom come.’  It is up to us to show that those are not empty words.  Amen
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