IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD – by Dom David Foster

John 1, 1 – 18

‘In the beginning was the Word.’  The Gospel of Christmas takes us back to the beginning of the Bible: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  He did so by speaking everything into existence.  God said: ‘Let there be light, seas and dry land.’  And there is a kind of refrain, ‘and there was… and God saw that it was good.’  That word of creation echoes in the heart of everything, it echoes at the source of our own existence.  For each of us, too – whatever our name, God says ‘Let there be…’  God speaks each of us into existence; we are part of his meaning.  In the depth of our hearts, we have a place, a home, in the mind and heart of God.  

The Gospel of Christmas takes this idea and goes with it.  The Word of creation has himself been born into human life.  This is how God has chosen to speak us into being, reaching out to each us in Jesus Christ, human being to human being.  This is how God opens his heart out for us, and invites us to share his understanding of life, the meaning of our own lives.  This is the beauty of Christmas, this invitation.  It is an invitation to discover, in the life of the Holy Spirit that Jesus pours out in our hearts, how everything is given us by God.  The Gospel says: ‘All that came to be had life in him, and that life was the light of men.’  Everything is alive with his life, and life is therefore sacred.  Christmas invites us to look at everything, and everyone, to open our eyes and see, as God does, that it is good; the world we live in, and every human being, is a blessing.

In principle.  For there is a very powerful challenge to Christmas.  Christmas does not just leave us spectators at the crib.  What we discover there is something we have to make our own as we take up, each of us, our own parting God’s meaning by the lives we lead.  Life is not straightforwardly holy: we have to hallow it; other people are not always a source of blessing: we have to help them grow into that sense of blessing.  Things are not always, except by way of wishful thinking, good: we have to redeem them.  it is our way of life that makes the difference, that enables them to reflect the beauty of God and the hope of glory.  To share the mind and heart of God calls for faith, hope and love.  That is how we are to find the blessing.

The challenge seems to get more and more unnerving.  Our appreciation of the impact of environmental change on poverty, the terrible reports of child abuse and the way it implicates not just individuals but the authority structures of the Church, the continual distortion of religion to stoke human malice and violence, all this can leave Christmas looking just a little bit twee.  But Christmas does not deny the mystery of evil that is so much a part of our own lives.  The good news is that the heart of the mystery of life is God, not evil, and we can draw strength from him.  Through him, with him and in him, the world is not beyond the hope of redemption.   ‘In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.’

We must begin with ourselves.  Christmas gives each of us the chance to go back to the beginning, and to recapture in our heart of hearts that sense of God’s being for us, the sense of our desire for and hope in him that has to lie at the root of any effort we make to love.  Christmas reminds us to listen to God and try to tune into his meaning of the Word as he speaks us into being.  Christmas renews God’s invitation to explore the mystery of life in faith, hope and love, to grow in the life of the Holy Spirit that Jesus pours out in our hearts.  ‘He was in the world… but the world did not know him; he came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God.’ 

God’s word calls for a response.  And the very best way we can take the first step in that journey is just to try to say ‘thank you’.  I know that there are all sorts of things get between us and God, mostly our own making; Christmas teaches us the simple lesson that we don’t need to let any of it stand in the way.  We only need to try to listen to God’s voice speaking us into being, calling us to friendship with him, learn to say thank you, and ask his help in trying to live that ‘thank you’ out with our whole lives. 

Go to the crib.  Kneel before Jesus.  God made himself a child like you, so that you can grow strong with his life.  When we call Jesus the Word we mean that God has something to say to you through Jesus, something about who you are and what you are called to be.  You can discover it by listening to him and talking your life through with him, the way you might do with your closest friends.  Try to let his life teach how to understand yours.  We discover the meaning of our lives by sharing them with each other, but especially by sharing them with him.  Try not to be afraid, but whatever the difficulties, always look to Jesus.  He is our dearest, truest friend. 
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