HOMILY FOR PENTECOST by DOM ABBOT

Jesus tells us that he is the light of the world.  When we look at the Paschal candle, which was blessed at Easter, we see a vivid symbol of Christ our light.  The flame gives light, and when  we light the candle on Holy Saturday night, the church is in total darkness.  Darkness is a symbol of evil, darkness means for us ignorance, and the light of the candle dispels that darkness.  Like the flame, Jesus brings light.

Jesus also tells us that he is the way, the truth and the life.  When we look at the moving, flickering flame, this is a symbol of something which is living, and moving; the flame on this candle says to us, that Jesus is alive.

The light of the candle dispels darkness and fear, and brings truth into the world.  Jesus brings truth to a world which all too often wants to hide behind lies.  The flame of the candle gives brightness, it gives warmth, and  Jesus gives the warmth of his presence to those who are lonely, those who are abandoned, and those who are isolated.

When Jesus had died on the cross and had been buried in the tomb, his friends thought it was all over.  He had transformed their lives, he had brought them joy, hope and peace.  Many sick people had been cured, and many had heard the wonderful message that God cared for them, that their sins were forgiven.

They thought the time they had spent with him had been a wonderful interlude, but that now it was all over.  But of course it wasn’t.  Jesus rose again on the third day, and thus showed that he was more powerful than death, and that his message was for all time.  The disciples rejoiced, when they saw the Lord.

But that too had now came to an end.  Jesus was no longer walked with them, he had ascended into heaven.  Once again, they were wondering, ‘has it all come to an end?’

Then comes the experience that we hear about in the reading that we heard today from the Acts of the Apostles.  The disciples were on their own, and they had a quite new, quite unexpected and quite indescribable experience.  They said that the room had been filled with something like a mighty wind, that something like tongues of fire had come down upon them, and now they are all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit gives them new power.  Now they are able to speak to all the people who are staying in Jerusalem in their own language about the marvels of God.  What is happening is that Jesus is no longer physically visible, they can’t hear his voice speaking to them; but his disciples receive the power to bring the message of Jesus to others; they receive the power to speak his word, to bring his light, to reveal his truth.  The same is true today.  Jesus can no longer be seen, but he is still present, through the Spirit who is present in Jesus’ disciples.  

That is why Pentecost is seen as the day of the foundation of the Church, the day which inaugurates the Church’s mission of passing on the words of Jesus, the task of speaking his Good News, and of communicating to others his warmth, his healing, and his message of hope.  The Spirit of God came on the apostles at Pentecost, and the Spirit is at work in the Church today; the Spirit is received by Christ’s faithful, particularly in the Sacrament of Confirmation.

The Spirit makes Christ present in the Church.  We heard in the Gospel reading how Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to his apostles, saying that they too should forgive sins, just like he did; Jesus gave them his peace, and filled them with joy.  The Spirit continues to be at work in the Church, bringing forgiveness, peace and joy.  

That is what we celebrate on Pentecost Sunday.  Through the Spirit working in the Church, Jesus is still visible: we see him in his brothers and sisters.  His voice is still heard: he continues to bring pardon and peace, to challenge wrongdoing and to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel.   

Look once again at the Paschal candle: most of it has now been burned away, and tomorrow, Eastertide will be over, and the candle will be removed.

But that does not mean that Jesus is absent.  He continues to be present, through the action of the Holy Spirit.
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