MAKING THE LOVE OF JESUS KNOWN TO ALL by DOM JAMES HOOD

“I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.” (Jn15:15)  These words are from last Sunday’s gospel and are addressed to the disciples. In today’s gospel those words of intimacy and friendship for Jesus’ disciples are continued in part of Jesus’ Priestly Prayer: Jesus prays to his Father for his disciples that they made be one like he and his Father.  Jesus wants, desires that that little group of disciples, followers of his, have within them that love that he has received from his Father. More than that he wants them to share with him to the full the joy he has.

As we meditate on these words of Jesus in today’s gospel, we ask ourselves what is this prayer of Jesus saying. In the first place Jesus is speaking of the love he has received from his Father. During Jesus’ earthly life he did his Father’s will even to the point of shedding his blood. That love of Jesus on the cross was a complete giving of himself; a complete return of the love he had received from his Father. During his earthly life Jesus bestowed on his disciples a love to strengthen them to be true followers of his so that in turn they might go out and spread that love amongst others.

In order for the disciples to share that love of Jesus and the Father with others, first they and indeed ourselves must, as the reading from the Letter to St John tells us, allow God to live in us, or as the Lord’s Prayer that we frequently pray says, ”thy kingdom come”. The kingdom of Jesus must live in our hearts. 

For the last six weeks we have been celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus, and we the monks at the start of every day these last six weeks have sung: “The Lord has truly risen, alleluia.”  Yes, we rejoice because Jesus has risen from the dead and has risen to the right hand of his Father. But we, too, now share in that life of Jesus’ resurrection. The presence of God that Jesus prays for his disciples: “consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth” lives within our hearts too. 

If that truth is to grow and flower then we must like the disciples immerse ourselves fully into the world of truth, a world lived with Jesus; a world where Jesus is our light and guide; a world where we share and pass on to others who come in contact with us that life of Jesus. The world around us can be blind and it can all too often pull us away from that love that we have received. We are often so deafened that we fail to hear the voice of Jesus in our hearts speaking to us. Instead we must aim to be slowly transformed by him: that Jesus be part of our lives.

The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells us of the disciples in the upper room waiting in confidence and prayer. If we are to be filled with the presence of the spirit in our hearts, we too must wait; we must place our confidence and trust in the Lord. Much of prayer is about waiting, waiting patiently and allowing Jesus to come when he wants.

During this coming week before Pentecost we remember the disciples waiting in prayer in the upper room. From that period of waiting the disciples went out strengthened and filled with the Holy Spirit to spread the good news the gospel; the church took root and spread; it is what Jesus prayed for before his death on the cross. “I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth.” (Jn 17:19) 

The call to holiness, for the Kingdom of God to dwell in our hearts, is made to each one of us. Each of us has to answer the call made to him or her by using Christ’s gifts bestowed on them and by devoting themselves to the service of God in their lives. Jesus’ resurrection has set each one of us apart. The invitation to holiness has been given to us to direct our lives in the pursuit of perfect love.  (LG 40 & 42) “We ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love towards ourselves. God is love and anyone who lives in God, and God lives in him.” (I Jn 4:16)
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We listen today to Jesus’ words as he prays that his disciples “may be one like us.” At the start of this celebration of God’s love, let us call to mind the occasions we have failed to respond with generosity to the love of God and ask for pardon and strength.
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Fr James:
Christ has called us together. He is here in our midst. In his name let us pray to his Father.

Reader:
We pray for the world, torn by war, oppression and hatred, that it may embrace the values of peace, freedom and love.


For all ministers in the Church, that they serve the needy in a spirit of compassion and become a sign of God’s presence and 


love.


For all who suffer from illness, loneliness or fear, that they may be strengthened by the Lord and filled with hope.


For Christians in their places of work, that they may witness to love by their commitment to justice and service.


W ask our Lady, the Mother of the Church, to add her prayers to ours, Hail Mary….


In silence we pray for our own intentions.


Lord God, we ask you in confidence to listen to these prayers of your humble servants and to grant them out of your infinite mercy and compassion. We make them, as we make all our prayers through Christ Our Lord.

