SEED OF NEW LIFE – DOM JAMES HOOD

During this last stretch of Lent many parishes are busy with Reconciliation Services and confessions. We’ve certainly had a number of reconciliation services in the school during the last few days of term. If we avail ourselves of this sacrament we put right our broken relationship with God and with our neighbour. In the first reading we see the Prophet Jeremiah sent to announce the Word of Yahweh to a people who have failed to be faithful to the covenant. As we know only too well the Prophet Jeremiah is often sent to announce a message of gloom and impending destruction and it doesn’t go down too well: he is rejected, insulted and even thrown into prison.

Amongst Jeremiah’s gloomy picture, there is hope and indeed a new beginning: Yahweh is doing something new. “This is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days arrive- it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my people… They will all know me, the least no less than the greatest”. 

What we see is that although we stray and damage our relationship with God, God remains faithful to us. He continues to love us and wants us to love him in return: he is willing to heal our broken relationship and enter into a new relationship with us:  “see, I make a new covenant.” This special relationship with Jesus of knowing him, loving him and allowing him to be our guide and light on our journey is what Lent is all about: a turning back to the right track, a dying to self to allow that seed of love that we received at our baptism to grow. That seed is a seed of knowledge and love of God; it is a seed of mercy and forgiveness; it is a seed of compassion and understanding. It is the seed that has, as today’s gospel tells us, to be buried in the ground so that it may rise and bear fruit.

Our attention during these last days of Lent is focussed on Jesus’ crucifixion: his dying on the cross, being lifted up so as to draw all people to him. It is an act of love that involves a selfless giving and indeed much suffering. Jesus prays in the garden of Gethsemane before his passion: “Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father save me from this hour?” (Jn 12: 27)

Our love with Jesus becomes shallow and lukewarm because we fail to deepen our knowledge and understanding of our faith. Lent calls us to pay particular attention to prayer. Prayer is the deepening of our relationship with God, a listening to his voice in silence or through his word in scripture. It is about resting in his presence and allowing his word to grow and take root in our hearts; it is about our covenant relationship with God that we remember at every Mass: “Take this, all of you, and drink from it: this is the cup of my blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all.”

The Mass, from which everything flows, is the new covenant. We experience in a unique way the presence and love of Jesus, whilst celebrating Jesus’ death and resurrection: the dying of the seed as well as its flowering.

The newness that God brings about in our midst is one that can only be realised by our willingness to die. We have to die to our selfish desires and ambitions. What must grow is our desire for Jesus’ love and for the good of others. That is the message of the cross: allowing ourselves to die and allowing God to live within us. As St Paul says: “it is no longer I who live but Christ lives within me.”

