LOVE ONE ANOTHER – DOM ANSELM BRUMWELL

Today’s collection is for Aid to the Church in Need.  They help Christians in those parts of the world where they are persecuted for their faith.  We might think that religious freedom can be found everywhere, but this is not the case.  In many places Christians of all denominations are under threat, at the very least of not being promoted in work, not being able to go to university, and in the worst cases they are threatened by physical violence.  Last year more than 2000 people were killed because they were Christians.  Earlier this year, you will remember that in Afghanistan a man was sentenced to death for converting to Christianity, and a Christian children’s party was gatecrashed in northern India and the people there were attacked by Hindu extremists.  

Jesus told his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you”, and he gives us a concrete example of how to do this: “Greater love has no man than to lay down his life for his friends”.  This is quite a suggestion.  Should we really die for each other, in order to show our love?  The answer is a startling and resounding YES.  But this death is not necessarily physical death.  We die to ourselves in all sorts of little ways every time we put other people and their needs before our own.  This is difficult, of course, because it means becoming less absorbed with ourselves and our own individual needs to see others and the common good as more important.  It is telling that many languages use a small letter for the word for “I”, and a capital for “you”.  This is the way in which we can come to love each other, and can show this love by our actions, just as do missionaries in all parts of the world and organisations that aim to support them.

All Christians have been individually chosen by Christ to bear witness to the good news that he died to save us from our sins and to bring us into his kingdom.  This is the good news of the cross to which we witness throughout our lives, in our words and our actions.  Our lives should be such that they indeed bear much fruit for Christ and his Church.  This does not necessarily mean becoming a priest, monk or nun – though it would be great if some of you did – but it does mean making a commitment to be a missionary in all aspects of our life.  This commitment will not usually mean going abroad and risking persecution, injury and death, as do missionaries in the conventional sense.  Most of us will not have to decide whether we come to Mass and defy the mob throwing stones and shouting abuse, as did Christians in northern India earlier this year.  But we do have to make a commitment to love Christ and our neighbour in whom Christ is truly present.  It is not necessarily easy to be faithful to this commitment in our modern, secular world, where Christianity and its ideals can seem rather odd and quaint, but it is worth it.  Remember those words at the end of today’s Gospel: “You did not choose me, no I chose you and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit that will last.”  This is our Christian vocation.  May we be faithful to it.   
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