CHRIST THE KING – preached by Dom David Foster

John 18, 33 – 37


Apocalypse 1, 5 – 8  
 

Christians believe that at the end of all things Jesus Christ will come again, no longer to live as an ordinary human being, but in the glory of his risen humanity to judge the living and the dead, as King of heaven and earth.  It is impossible to say what this will be like, although the Bible uses lots of metaphors to describe this, and our East Window is just a single example of how people have tried to put this belief into a picture.  But we do know what this Second Coming means.  It means that for all who put their faith and hope in him, history will end in triumph.

This is an extraordinary belief.  It is really quite hard to believe, and it must seem outrageously optimistic, if not downright complacent and offensive to others.  Far from seeing the triumphant progress of Christianity, the world seems to be an increasingly nervous and fearful place, where war, famine, and disease are widespread, and where the planet itself seems to be in danger.  And what right has the Christianity to claim world history as its own and assert its claim to ultimate power?

But this is to make a mistake about our faith.  Jesus says, ‘My kingdom is not of this world’: it is not to be understood in normal historical or political terms.  It’s concern for history is to redeem it and open it up to God.  So the Liturgy reminds us that Jesus Christ is King because he was crucified and died for us.  The Feast of Christ the King takes us back to Calvary and what was going on there.  Christians do not deny any of the self-destructive folly of the human race, nor its cruelty and hard-heartedness, nor death, with its power over the lives of all of us, both physical and spiritual.  And we do not deny our own complicity in the sins of the world.  Calvary is still with us, the skull-place, where Jesus continues to suffer and die in the lives of God’s children.  Whatever the suffering, he shares it and takes it on himself – and Jesus is King and because he can change it, can turn it into the possibility of new life.  Christ’s power is not of this world.  It is the power of God, the power of the one who makes all things, the one only who makes all things new.

We do not have a clear idea of what this total renewal could be like in global terms.  But in each of the hearts of those who believe in Christ and who let Jesus overcome the power of death in their hearts and minds, we can each of us glimpse what this could mean by finding ourselves brought to new life.  And this can give us hope, a hope that enables us to change the world.

But we have to take this new life in our hands and try to live it for it to mean anything to us.  In the first reading today, we are told that Jesus loves us and has washed away our sins by his blood.  And he has made us kings as well as priests to serve our God.  We are not kings (and queens) like so many ersatz celebrities in ‘Hello!’ magazine.  Our royalty is that of Jesus, the king whose throne is the cross, who puts himself at the service of all to save and set them free.  Our priesthood is not that of the long robes and posturing of grand opera, like the Egyptian priests in Aida; it is the priesthood of the one who has offered his own life to God by giving it away to all of us without counting the cost.

Look around and think.  Is there someone lonely, or afraid? someone it is easy to make fun of or run down?  someone I can help, or with whom I can share my time or my things?  We only have to examine our consciences, each of us will find rather simple ways in which we can be kings and priests like Jesus.  Perhaps the best place to start, though, is with ourselves.  If we are going to live like as kings and priests we need to stop being small-minded, mean-spirited, bitter and hard-hearted.  We need to ask Jesus to free us from all that, and from all that lets us think I don’t need to bother about other people; there’s no point anyway.  

This kind of negativity is the direct enemy of Christian hope.  To resist it is to join battle for the new world we desperately need.  It is to help Jesus lay the foundations of his Kingdom.  The power of death gets everywhere.  We must never underestimate it, but we can be of good courage.  We are fighting for the true King; he has won the decisive battle, and he is merciful and generous to his servants, when we turn to him for help.  May he give us confidence and joy in our hope.
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