PALM SUNDAY – FATHER ABBOT

Today’s liturgy is a rather strange combination.  We start with the procession, at which we greet Jesus together with the crowds, as they cry: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” as they acclaim him as “He who comes in the name of the Lord”, and the “King of Israel”.

But then, very suddenly, the mood changes.  Instead of singing “Hosanna!” they cry out “crucify him!”  He who comes in the name of the Lord is accused of blasphemy; instead of acclaiming him as King of Israel, they treat him like a common criminal.

The change in the mood of the liturgy reflects the fickle mood of the mob, and it enables us to live out these days in close union with Christ.

The crowds jeer: he saved others, but he cannot save himself.  Of course, they miss the point.  Jesus saves others by giving himself up for the sins of all.  It is by accepting death freely that he saves us.

The answer to the crowd, to the chief priests, and to Pilate, is given by the Centurion who saw him die: “in truth, this man was a son of God.”

Downside Abbey, 9 April 2006.

