THE EASTER VIGIL – FATHER ABBOT

The Easter Vigil tells us our story, the story of the human race, from its beginning to its end.  It is the part of the story the scientists don’t tell us.  They try and tell us what happened.  The Bible tells us why it happened.  It tells us the story of our relationships, with the world, with each other, and with God; it tells us what is the goal of the human race.

The Book of Genesis takes us back to our beginnings; it tells us how God gave us a world that was good; God gave us each other, he gave us the great gifts of human companionship and human love; and God gave us knowledge of him.

So far it is quite a simple story, but then the story becomes more complex as it develops: it is a story of some men and women following God’s guidance, but many men and women rejecting that guidance; a story of people going away from God, and others coming back to him; it is a tale of human progress, but also of human obstinacy.  It tells us the story how we misused God’s gifts, and were then forgiven, restored to friendship with him.  We showed ourselves to be our own worst enemy.

It is a story of human fickleness, and human unreliability.  But it is also a story of God’s unswerving love, and his utter reliability.  The God of the Old Testament sometimes seems to be arbitrary, capricious, and in many ways incomprehensible, but tonight we see big picture, we see how it all makes sense.  God sent the prophets to teach us, and finally he sent his only Son to become a human being like us.

But the story we hear in the Easter Vigil is not just a lesson about the past: it is also the story of our present, and the story of our future.  Jesus opens the gates of heaven, not just to the Jewish people of the past, but also to us, today. 

God’s power was at work when Jesus rose from dead, 2000 years ago, but that power is also at work today.

Today, this night: these words are taken up at the beginning of the Easter liturgy, in the sung proclamation of Easter, the Exsultet.

“This is the night, when Christians everywhere are washed clean of sin and restored to grace.”  “This is the night when heaven is wedded to earth and the human race is reconciled with God.”

Today, tonight, God’s power is at work in us, just as it was at work in Christ on that first Easter.

Christ was raised from the dead, and came to new life with God.  Today, we who are baptised are reminded, that God is at work in us, forgiving us our sins, and giving us a pledge that our death will not be final, but that we too shall rise from death to new life with God.

Today, tonight, Easter invites us to remember.  We are invited to remember the wonderful things God has done for his people in the past.  We are invited to remember our baptism, by which we are numbered among his people.  And we remember too the wonderful things God has in store for us, for we are the heirs of Jesus’ promise to us, that those who believe in him have eternal life.
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