EASTER SUNDAY – FATHER ABBOT

Pope Benedict XVI has recently written his first Encyclical, that is, a letter addressed to the whole Church.  Traditionally, the opening words of an Encyclical are used as its title.  This Encyclical opens with a quotation from the first letter of St John, “God is love”, so the title of the Encyclical is that quotation, “God is love”, or in Latin, “Deus caritas est”.  

Pope Benedict writes that “by contemplating the pierced side of Christ, we can understand the starting point of this letter: God is love.  It is there that this truth can be contemplated.”

Today, on Easter Sunday, we come to the conclusion of our three-day celebration of the mystery of Christ’s encounter with death.  We have gazed on the pierced side of Christ.  It is now time to remind ourselves that everything that Christ has done for us, has been done because “God is love”.

“God is love”, and therefore he created the human race, so that we might share heaven with him; this was an act of pure generosity on God’s part.

“God is love”, so when the human race sinned, he did not abandon us, but he chose the Jewish people to spearhead the work of winning us back.  He sent prophets to teach the Jewish people, to prepare them for the coming of Christ.

“God is love”, so he sent Jesus to save the human race, to bring it back to him, and love reaches the greatest degree imaginable in the death of Jesus on the cross: God’s care for us was so great, that he was even ready to ask his only Son to undergo the cross to save us.

“God is love”, and Jesus shows us what God is like when he in turn shows us his love.

“God is love”, and even death on Calvary was not enough for Jesus.   He gives us still more:  he gave himself to his apostles at the Last Supper, and he gives himself to each one of us in the Holy Eucharist, which the Church celebrates until the end of time.

So Maundy Thursday is a celebration of the love of God, revealed to us in the love which Jesus shows for us.

On Good Friday, we celebrate the love of God which was shown in his asking Jesus to die on our behalf, to save the human race.

At the Easter Vigil, we celebrate the love of God which is shown to us when we are made his children by the waters of Baptism.

And now we come to Easter Sunday, the climax of our three-day celebration, when we proclaim and celebrate Jesus’ rising from the tomb and his coming to a new and glorious life, and on this Easter Sunday we can echo the words of St John, words which the Pope describes as a kind of summary of the Christian life: “We have come to know and believe in the love which God has for us.”
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